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What is EMP?

· Electro Magnetic Pulse is a burst of electromagnetic radiation from an explosion or a suddenly fluctuating magnetic field.  While it is possible to produce EMP generating devices with a range of a few hundred yards or maybe a mile or two, as far as potentially catastrophic effects on the nation as a whole go there are only two types of EMP to worry about.
· EMP from a nuclear explosion high above the atmosphere.  
· EMP from a solar storm.  

Types of EMP

· E1 Pulse – very fast component of nuclear EMP.  It is too fast for ordinary lightning protectors and destroys computers and communications equipment.

· E2 Pulse – many similarities to pulses produced by lightning. Least dangerous type of EMP because of the widespread use of lightning protection.

· E3 Pulse – much slower pulse caused by the Earth’s magnetic field being pushed out of the way by the nuclear explosion or solar storm followed by the field being restored to its natural place.   This process can produce geomagnetically induced currents in long electrical conductors (like power lines) which can damage or destroy power line transformers.

Causes of EMP

· High altitude nuclear explosion.  A nuclear explosion at high altitude will produce prompt gamma rays, which will travel away from the burst in a thin spherical shell at the speed of light.  When the downward directed rays encounter the upper regions of the atmosphere, they interact with atmospheric molecules, partially transferring the energy of the gamma rays to electrons.  The electrons begin travelling in roughly the same direction as the gamma rays but then begin to rotate spirally around the Earth’s geomagnetic field lines.  The electrons thus have a velocity component transverse to the direction of the gamma radiation, giving rise to a radiating magnetic field, which propagates down to the Earth’s surface.  EMP fields are stronger nearer the poles, where the Earth’s magnetic field strength is stronger (almost twice as strong at 500 latitude than at the equator) and stronger where the electron trajectories are perpendicular to the geomagnetic field.

· Line of sight effects.  The EMP signal will cover the geographic area within the line of sight of the detonation.  An explosion at an altitude of about 60 miles (100 Km) would expose 1.5 million square miles of surface to the EMP, more than 50% of the land area of the lower 48 states.  
· Simple fission bomb more effective than hydrogen bomb.  A hydrogen, or fusion, bomb detonates a simpler nuclear fission (like the Nagasaki nuclear bomb) bomb effectively as a first stage, some 10 microseconds before the detonation of the main fusion component of the bomb.  Since the fission stage ionizes (makes electrically conducting) the air, the EMP from the much more powerful fusion second stage is effectively shorted out.  Thus, a 10 to 20 kt fission weapon, comparable in size to the Hiroshima and Nagasaki nuclear explosions, can produce the same EMP as a hydrogen bomb with a yield in the Mt range, or 100 times as high.

Also, multi megaton thermonuclear, or hydrogen, bombs have much heavier and thicker casings, which absorb a much larger percentage of the prompt gamma rays that cause the EMP.  A fission weapon can be designed to have a minimum thickness casing to maximize the amount of EMP producing radiation that escapes from the explosion.

For a fission weapon, approximately 3.5% of the total energy emerges as prompt gamma rays, of which typically only 0.1% to 0.5% is radiated as EMP producing prompt gamma rays (depending on casing thickness).

· Geomagnetic solar storm.  When a coronal mass ejection from the sun hits the Earth’s magnetic shield, it causes changes in the configuration of the Earth’s magnetic field, inducing direct currents in the long wires of the power grid.  
· Only E3 pulse

Effects of E1 Pulse

· E1 Pulse travels at 90% of the speed of light

· Peaks after 5 - 10 nanoseconds, over in 1 microsecond.  
· Normal circuit breakers do not work this fast.  Most surge arresters commonly used for lightning strike protection do not clamp fast enough to protect against the near instantaneous effects of an E1 pulse that is 1,000 times faster than a lightning pulse.
· Amplitude up to 50,000 volts/meter.  The longer the cable run and the more looped the cables connected to the EMP susceptible device, the greater the EMP effect will be.
· Circuit boards are 1 million times more sensitive than vacuum tubes, typically burning out at 1 microJoule of EMP energy or less compared to 1 to 2 Joules for 1960s style vacuum tubes.  As the size of a device decreases, its ability to absorb an E1 Pulse decreases as well.  Equipment designed for high voltage use, like motors, radars or lamps, is not as susceptible as equipment designed for low voltage use, like solid state devices, integrated circuits, and semiconductors.  
· Will cause integrated circuits connected to cables to overheat and give false readings, be damaged or destroyed.  General purpose desktop computers and SCADA remote and master terminal units were found in tests to be the electronic items most susceptible to EMP damage.  Apart from the RS-232 ports, which were found to be particularly susceptible, these devices performed in accordance with international standards and manufacturers’ claims.  Unfortunately, the likely E1 stress would exceed those standards.
Effects could range from temporary (false readings, auto-rebooting) to permanent requiring manual replacement of components.
SCADA

· Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) systems are electronic control systems that control electrical transmission and distribution, water management and oil and gas pipelines across the United States.  Together with digital control systems (DCS) and programmable logic controllers (PLC) they find extensive use in electrical transmission and distribution, water management, and oil and gas pipelines.  The U.S. power industry is investing about $1.4 billion annually in new SCADA equipment, 50 times the reinvestment rate in transformers for transmission.  25% to 30% of the protection and control equipment is upgraded or replaced annually, with each new component more susceptible to EMP damage than its predecessor.
· A SCADA system physically is very similar to the internals of a desktop personal computer and has the same vulnerability to an E1 Pulse.
· Tests indicate that the electronics would experience 100 to 700 ampere currents during an E1 pulse depending on the length of the Ethernet cables they are coupled to, impacting a significant portion of these systems.  Every system tested failed at some point.  Enclosures of SCADA system components generally just serve to shield them from the weather and do not act as Faraday cages that would provide protection from EMP.  SCADA systems generally are not coupled to the long cable runs that would act as receptors for an E3 Pulse.
If the data acquisition part of a SCADA system is not working properly, operators will be blind:  they will have no, or false, information about data such as flow volume, temperature, pressure, electrical power delivered or voltage in their systems.  They will not know whether valves or switches are open or closed.  If the control part is not working they will not be able to open or close valves, or switches, or barriers at railroad crossings.  In addition to service interruption, catastrophic and fatal failures of the system can result.

An example of the possible consequences is the June 10, 1999 Bellingham, WA pipeline incident, where following problems with the SCADA system and improperly set valves the pipeline ruptured, spilling 250,000 gal of gasoline into a creek, killing three when it ignited.

Another example is the July 24, 1994 accident at the Pembroke refinery in the UK, where the electronic control system malfunctioned after a lightning strike.  The control system indicated that an outlet valve was open when it actually was closed, resulting in flammable liquid continuing to be pumped into a container until it exploded.  10% of the total refining capacity of the UK was lost for over four months.

Widespread use of SCADA systems for critical infrastructure has allowed the systematic reduction of the work force having the necessary technical knowledge for manual operation and repair of these infrastructure systems.

Programmable Logic Controller


This is a Programmable Logic Controller, a device that monitors sensors or controls actuators and often forms part of a SCADA system.  Note the number of cables connected to the device, and the excellent antennas they would provide for delivering an E1 Pulse.

Effects of E2 Pulse

· E2 Pulse is very similar to the electromagnetic pulse produced by lightning.

· Because of the widespread use of lightning protection technology, E2 probably is the least dangerous type of EMP

· Effect would be similar to thousands of lightning strikes hitting power lines simultaneously

· Damage from E1 Pulse immediately previously could partially degrade lightning protection

Effects of E3 Pulse

· E3 Pulse lasts from tens of seconds to several minutes.  The greater the downward angle of the Earth’s magnetic field, the stronger the E3 Pulse at ground level.
· Produces direct current Ground Induced Currents (GIC) in conductors

· Long distance electrical power transmission lines make excellent conductors

· The longer the conductor and the lower its resistance, the easier the GIC can flow 

· Direct currents of hundreds to thousands of amperes will flow into transformers, potentially causing overheating and fires or melting the transformer cores
Transformer Damaged During 1989 Geomagnetic Storm


This is a picture of the burnt and melted interior of a 500 kV transformer in New Jersey, damaged beyond repair by ground induced currents during the March 1989 solar storm.  The winding that is capable of carrying up to 3,000 Amp of alternating current was destroyed by geomagnetic direct currents of only about 300 Amps.  Luckily a replacement happened to be available from a delayed construction project in another part of the country and could be installed after only six weeks.

US Power Grid

These three regions have frequency independence from one another, and one region’s collapse would not necessarily lead to the collapse of the others.  However, the sub regions shown on the map for the Eastern Interconnection, which serves about 70% of the North American population, are for organizational purposes only and do not have frequency independence from each other.  A sufficiently large disturbance, like an major EMP event, will likely cause the power grid within a whole region to collapse through cascading failures.

Electrical power is the product of voltage and current.  Electrical resistance loss is proportional to the square of the current.  Thus, it is most efficient to transmit power at the minimum practical current, which means the highest possible voltage.  Standard values for modern alternating current (AC) transmission lines range from 115 kV to 765 kV, with currents up to a few 1000 amperes.

Distribution to the end users of electricity typically involves stepping the voltage down to 13.5 kV to 69.5kV, before it is stepped down again to the 120 or 240 volts used in most households.  Distribution has substations, like transmission, only smaller, that are not manned, being run entirely through electronic controls.

There are about 2,000 large transformers rated 345 kV or above, about 18,000 generating plants rated 20 MW or above and about 14,000 large (10+ transmission lines each) substations in the United States.

No large transformers are produced in the U.S. anymore.  Worldwide capacity for these units, which are built to order and take 12 to 18 months to manufacture, is under 100 per year, most going to China and India.  Including transportation, delivery time for large transformers ordered today is three years.  The U.S. replaces about 20 of its large transformers every year.  Thus, a loss of even 10% or 20% of the large transformers in the U.S. would take several years of worldwide production to make good, with no assurance that foreign manufacturers would give the U.S. priority over orders for other customers already in the pipeline.
At Risk EHV Transformer Capacity For a 4,800nT/min Geomagnetic Disturbance
 (Source: J. Kappenman, Metatech Corp.)


4,800 nT/min is the estimated strength of the 1921 solar storm caused EMP, 10 times that of the 1989 solar storm that caused 6 million power customers in the Northeast to lose power.  According to this study by Metatech, 365 of the 2,000 large transformers in the U.S. would be at risk in the event of such an EMP.  The percentages by state show the percentage of large transformers within each state that would be expected to be knocked out.  Regions with high percentages of at risk capacity could experience long duration power outages that could extend for several years.


You will note that the at-risk percentages for the northern states tend to much higher than for the southern states.  That is due to the fact that the strength of the EMP depends on the strength of the Earth’s magnetic field, which is stronger in more northern latitudes, and on the angle at which the Earth’s magnetic field is tilted.
Areas of Probable Power System Collapse 
Areas of probable power system collapse for a 4,800nT/min Geomagnetic Disturbance [From J. Kappenman, Metatech Corp., in “Severe Space Weather Events”, by the Space Studies Board]  This map shows the areas in which the power grid is believed to be most likely to collapse in the event of a solar storm of the intensity of the 1921 solar storm, or a nuclear EMP of similar intensity.  Not surprisingly, it is the areas in the previous chart with the largest concentration of red dots representing transformers expected to fail.
Effects on Power Grid

· “It is the Commission’s assessment that functional collapse of the electrical power system region within the primary area of assault is virtually certain”














2008 EMP Commission


Our electrical grid increasingly operates at or near capacity.  20 years ago the power grid had 20% standby capacity for emergencies.  Today that number is only 10%.  Modern technology has allowed the system to be utilized with ever smaller margins for error.  Relatively few additions to generation capacity have been made in the last decades, and many of those for political and environmental reasons were located long distances from where the power is used, increasing vulnerability to EMP.  


In an EMP event it is likely that not just a few components or systems will malfunction, but there will be hundreds or thousands of simultaneous malfunctions over a large geographic area, with a significant number of components being rendered permanently inoperable.  The resulting interactions and cascading effects would likely far exceed anything observed to date. 


The blackout following the August 2005 Hurricane Katrina that in some parts of Louisiana lasted for weeks or months gives a small preview.  It was a major factor in the failure of police, emergency and rescue services.  Gas stations and hospitals ceased operating.  Extensive support from unaffected fringe areas was crucial in post-Katrina recovery efforts.  Following an EMP event covering a large portion of the North American continent such support would not be available.

Consequences of Power Loss
· “Should the electrical power system be lost for any substantial period of time … the consequences are likely to be catastrophic … machines will stop; transportation and communication will be severely restricted; heating, cooling and lighting will cease; food and water supplies will be interrupted; and many people may die”














2008 EMP Commission


A July 2008 Threat Assessment of the Congressional Research Service estimated that the economic impact of a high altitude EMP event on the Baltimore-Washington-Richmond area could exceed $770 billion, and that the economic loss of the total area affected by such an event could be ten times as high.  By comparison, total economic damage from Hurricane Katrina was estimated at $80 to $125 billion.  The mid-case estimate for replacing damaged or destroyed transformers in this study was 13.5 months.

Test and Simulation Results
· SCADA components.  Tests indicate that the electronics forming part of SCADA systems would experience 100 to 700 ampere currents during an E1 pulse, depending on the length of the Ethernet cables they are coupled to, impacting a significant portion of these systems.  In those tests every system tested failed at some point.
· Power system protective relays.  Analysis and tests lead us to expect that many power plants will shut down improperly if their electronic protective systems have been damaged by an E1 Pulse an instant earlier.  For example, turbine bearings can fail and damage the shaft if the electronics engaging the emergency lubrication during shut down do not operate properly.  Boilers can rupture if cooling systems do not respond properly to temperature changes during shut down. 
· Cars, trucks, trains, planes.  Tests of 170E type traffic light controllers (accounting for about 80% of all such controllers in the U. S.) indicate that at EMP levels of 5 to 10 kV/m their cycle times became corrupted and at 10 to 15 kV/m they became damaged.  Until they can be replaced (if replacements are at hand) or manually reset police would have to manually direct traffic at intersections.  At EMP levels over 25 kV/m for cars and 12 kV/m for trucks test results indicate that we can expect about 10% of the 130 million cars in the U. S. to experience serious EMP effects, including engine stall in some cases, and about 15% of the 90 million trucks to react similarly.  Up to 2/3 of cars and trucks can be expected to show non-critical malfunctions like indicator lights blinking or coming on mistakenly.  If 25 million cars and trucks simultaneously suffered stalled engines or other serious problems that could produce quite a few crashes.  Inoperable traffic lights would exacerbate the situation.
Railroad control centers have no specific EMP protection.  Damage to their electronics is expected to begin at E1 levels of 8 – 16 kV/m (compared to a possible E1 Pulse of up to 50 kV/m).  Their communications almost entirely depend on landline telephone lines.  The 20% of diesel-electric locomotives from the pre-microprocessor era are expected to be immune to EMP.  The 80% of newer locomotives rely heavily on microprocessors and are expected to be affected at EMP levels of 20 to 40 kV/m.  There is a manual fail-safe braking system on all trains allowing them to be stopped following loss of electrical control for the brakes.

There have been no in-flight EMP tests of commercial aircraft.  Because of the fact that commercial aircraft operate outside the protection of the atmosphere and have to be protected against lightning strikes, they are hardened against electromagnetic interference to a much higher degree than most ground based equipment.  Aircraft prior to the B-777 had mechanical/hydraulic links from the cockpit to the control surfaces, though they sill have some flight critical electronic components for which their EMP resistance remains unknown.  Newer aircraft like the B-777 rely much more on flight-critical electronics, though that is mitigated by up to four levels of redundancy. 

At the daily peak there are as many as 6,000 airliners with 300,000 passengers in the air.  We saw on 9/11 that landing all those planes quickly is a large task even with a functioning air traffic control system.  However, permanent damage to some air traffic control computers can be expected at EMP levels over 15 kV/m.  Repair or replacement of essential equipment could take from days to a month or more.
· Communications networks.  Landline networks are more resilient than cellular ones.  Immediately after an E1 Pulse we can expect that less than 10% of all calls will go through within a few hundreds of miles from the center of the directly affected area and about 70% outside of it.  This will increase to over 20% at the epicenter and over 90% outside the directly affected area after 48 hours.  If there is power from the grid after power from batteries and emergency generated has run out, almost complete restoration of service can be expected in about 10 days.  Without electric power telecommunications will largely cease in the affected area, with the resulting inability of citizens to access 911 call centers and of utilities to rely on commercial telecommunications to aid their crews in restoring service.
Mobile radios and interoperability switches (to facilitate communications among public safety departments) are likely not to be affected by EMP.  However, the computers in Public Safety Answering Points (911 call centers) have failed in tests at EMP levels of as low as 3 to 6kV/m (compared to a possible E1 Pulse of up to 50 kV/m), bringing down the communication system.

The Emergency Alert System (emergency broadcast system) can be expected to largely function after an EMP event, at least as long as emergency generator fuel lasts, though there will be E1 Pulse damage to some radio and TV transmitters and some AM radio receivers.

The Starfish Prime nuclear test in 1962 showed that the resulting radiation caused the premature demise of almost 40% of the satellites then in orbit.  Low earth orbit satellites (up to 1,250 mi high) are at higher risk than geostationary (22,200 mi high) or high earth orbit (apogee higher than geostationary) satellites.  The international Space Station and most satellites are in low earth orbit, while many communication satellites are in the much higher and more expensive geostationary orbit.
Nuclear EMP Tests
· US – Starfish Prime (1962)

· 1.44 Mt burst, 250 mi altitude over Johnston Island in the South Pacific

· 5.6 kv/m E1 pulse in Honolulu over 800 mi away.  This was a much lower level of EMP, due to the closeness to the equator and the strength and orientation of the Earth’s magnetic field there, than the 30 kv/m that it has been estimated the same explosion would have produced over the continental United States
21 satellites were in orbit at the time of the Starfish Prime test or were launched within a few weeks.  Almost 40% of them suffered radiation damage as a result of the test that compromised or terminated their missions.

· USSR – Test 184 (1962).  This test was conducted with the power on, and without advance warning of the civilian infrastructure.  EMP will affect a power grid with the power on much more strongly than individual components not under power.  This is important to keep in mind when conducting tests.
· 300 kt burst, 180 mi altitude over Kazakhstan

· 1,000 to 1,300 nT/min E3 pulse

· Power station 300 mi distant set on fire within 10 seconds and burned to the ground by E3 Pulse effects and destroyed.  Circuit breakers were designed for brief lightning induced pulses, not for direct current lasting 90 seconds.  By the time they tripped, a vast amount of energy had been absorbed by the transformers and melted their cores.  Insulators were damaged by electrical arcing and above ground power lines came down.  Underground cables buried 3 ft deep were damaged over 300 mi away.
· 2,500 amp current with 350,000 volts induced in overhead phone line, causing spark gapping of the insulators and blowing all fuses
Consequences
· Light, heating, cooking.  Without electric power there will be no light or electric heat (nor oil or gas fueled heat that requires electric pumps or ignition).  However, this will be the least of our problems.

· Water and sewage pumping.  Our water infrastructure includes over 75,000 dams and reservoirs, 168,000 drinking water treatment plants and almost 20,000 wastewater treatment plants, managed by over 100,000 utilities and private owners.  Electric power is not just required for pumping but also to treat drinking water.  Large water treatment plants can consume up to 100 megawatts, making back-up power impractical.
Without electric power for the pumps the water and sewer pumping systems will stop working.  Private well pumps will only work as long as there is fuel for any generators powering the pumps.  After less than a day the lower floors of city high rise apartment buildings will become uninhabitable as sewage starts to back up and overflow. After a day or two the only available drinking water will be that in rivers or ponds, which will rapidly become contaminated from the absence of functioning sanitary facilities.  Firefighters will have no working fire hydrants to deal with fires that may be caused by electric arcing or, after a few days, by people making fires to boil water, and demolishing buildings around a fire will become the only option of containing it (assuming fuel for the demolition equipment is available).

Lack of water can cause death after 3 or 4 days, compared to 4 to 8 weeks for lack of food, and, thus, is a much more immediate problem.  

At the end of the January 1998 Quebec ice storm the power black out caused Montreal’s two water treatment plants to shut down.  By the time the power came back on Quebec authorities were close to ordering an evacuation of Montreal.

· Oil and gas pipeline pumps, gas stations.  The U. S. has over 300,000 mi of natural gas and over 55,000 mi of large (8” or larger diameter) oil transmission lines, in addition to several million miles of smaller gathering and distribution pipelines.  50% of the crude oil received by U. S. refineries arrives by pipeline.  Natural gas for home heating and power generation as well as gasoline and fuel oil will stop flowing through the pipelines if the SCADA systems and pumps shut down.  It is not possible to safely operate an oil pipeline or a refinery without the process control provided by Programmable Logic Controllers (PLC), Distributed Control Systems (DCS) or SCADA systems.  Natural gas power plants have no fuel stored on site.  Gas stations will be unable to dispense gasoline except to the extent they have on site generators with independent fuel supplies for the gas pumps.  
· Transportation.  Many more cars and trucks would likely be damaged in vehicle crashes than disabled by EMP.  After the roads have been cleared and commuters have made their way home everything will depend on the restoration of power to gas station pumps.  Without the ability to refuel, trucks, which supply all of our supermarkets and food stores once their three day inventory has been exhausted, will not be able to continue moving.

Railroad repeater stations and block controls (that signal to a train that the next block of track is clear) have batteries with 24 hours of standby power.  Local control systems at grade crossings have batteries with 8 to 48 hours of standby power.  After that time the railroad will have to switch to manual control.  Degradation of capacity, particularly absent a functioning commercial telecommunication system, would lower capacity to as little as 10% to 20%.  Since over 40% of railroad cargo is coal for electric power plants (producing over 1/3 of all electricity), this would cause most of those plants to shut down after their one to four week on site reserves have been exhausted.  14% of railroad cargo consists of farm and food products.


Most dockside cranes in ports are electrically powered and have no power backup.  If the power grid is down only a few diesel-electric cranes (assuming their electronics have not been damaged) will be able to continue unloading ships.  Once ships have been unloaded, removal of containers from ports depends primarily on trucks, followed by railroads.
· Telecommunications.  The fiber optic backbone will probably survive fairly high E1 Pulse levels, though this has not been confirmed by tests.  Cellular networks will be more vulnerable to E1 Pulse than landline networks.   The real problem for telecommunications networks will begin if power from the grid is not restored before backup and emergency generated power runs out.
Batteries generally provide backup power for a time measured in hours, with on site emergency generators often having fuel to provide power for an additional 48 to 72 hours.  If power is not restored or the generators are not refueled within that time, commercial telecommunications and the financial system will likely shut down.  Utility companies and railroads rely increasingly on commercial telecommunications for monitoring their systems and communicating with their employees.  This form of communication will be increasingly crucial if a large portion of the SCADA systems stop functioning and employees have to be sent out into the field to report on the state of the system, request spare parts, repair malfunctions, and manually operate equipment, such as valves, switches and railroad crossing barriers.
· Banking and finance.  All of the financial industry utilities that transfer funds and process transactions rely heavily of computers and electronic automation.  Fedwire, the primary network for the transfer of funds between banks, processes over $2 trillion daily.   CHIPS (Clearing House Interbank Payment System), the primary clearing system for foreign exchange, processes $1.8 trillion daily.

While highly resilient against cyber attacks and conventional attacks, such as 9/11, the financial electronic infrastructure has never been tested for or hardened against EMP.  Though an EMP would likely not erase data stored on magnetic tapes, lack of power or damage to equipment could make accessing and transmitting such information impossible.  There is no recorded case in modern times where a bank following loss of its electronic systems reopened its doors and did business by hand.


Wealth that was recorded electronically could become inaccessible.  Credit, debit and ATM cards would cease to work.  Business, mortgage and car loans would probably cease.  Making payroll payments or paying suppliers would be difficult or impossible for most affected businesses.  Even reversion to a 19th century cash economy could be difficult, in the absence of the electronic records that are the basis of cash withdrawals and given that most people today keep only a limited amount of cash on hand.
· Food production, refrigeration and distribution.  Without electric power there would be no artificial irrigation using pumps, no tractors and automated harvesting equipment, no fertilizers and insecticides, no automated egg and dairy farms.  There would be no food processing, packaging or canning, no refrigeration and little or no distribution by truck or train to our 225,000 food stores, which typically have only a one to three day supply of food on hand, and the regional food warehouses that typically carry a 30 to 60 supply of food. In 2005 Hurricane Katrina’s destruction of the New Orleans food supply was a major factor in the need to evacuate New Orleans.

1900 it took 39% of the U. S. population on farms to feed themselves and the rest of the country.  Today, with per farmer productivity increased more than 50-fold through artificial irrigation, fertilizers and agricultural machinery, which we would not have without electric power, the percentage of farmers has declined to less than 2%.  If we had to revert to 1900 agricultural technology it could take 120 million farmers instead of the current 5 million to feed the country.


The short term problem largely is one of processing and distribution.  There are over 255 million tons of private and 1.7 million tons of federal grain stockpiles in the U.S., or over 1,800 lb per person.  The issue lies in distributing it where needed and converting it into flour and bread.
· Emergency services.  Every year 1.8 million police, firefighters and paramedics respond to over 200 million 911 calls.  Tests indicate that police cars and the electronic equipment in them are likely to work after an E1 Pulse, requiring at most rebooting mobile data computers.  But if power has not been restored before the communication industry’s batteries have run down and its generators have run out of fuel, citizens will lose access to 911 call centers and first responders will lose access to commercial cell phones, being able to use only dedicated communication devices (e. g. police radios) that survived the E1 Pulse.  911 call centers without long term uninterruptible power supplies will cease operating.  Police and other emergency vehicles will not be able to refuel unless there is a gas station with independent long term emergency generation capability nearby.  Hospitals’ ability to treat patients will be severely limited once their emergency generators have run out of fuel.  Without refrigeration many medications will become unavailable.

Police will likely be severely overstretched in the aftermath of a major EMP event, trying to cope with communications outages, traffic jams and gridlock, assisting other first responders rescuing people, directing traffic at intersections and guarding food stores to prevent looting.  Should civil disorder break out it is likely that local police forces would be overwhelmed, at least in major cities.  In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, once the fuel supply for emergency generators supporting emergency communications had run out, the ability of police to communicate with the public and with each was severely impacted, making it impossible to prevent the looting and violence that ensued.
Electricity sales account for about 2.5% to 3% of U.S. Gross Domestic product, or about $360 billion out of a $14 trillion GDP.  For historical blackouts of limited duration estimates of economic loss range from 6 to 20 times the value of the interrupted service, or 18% to 60% of total production for the affected area.  For a blackout of much longer duration affecting a larger part of the country this percentage would likely be higher.
Geomagnetic Storms

A solar storm would only produce an E3 pulse, but could be even more dangerous to the power grid than a nuclear EMP due to the longer duration of the event that would give transformers more time to overheat to destruction.  The risk of large scale failure due to solar storms is especially great in the northern United States and Canada.

· March 1989 (Quebec)

· 480 nT/min

· Knocked out power to 6 million people in 92 seconds
· May 1921

· Up to 4,800 nT/min 
· Sept. 1859 (Carrington event)

· 2,000 to 5,000 nT/min 
According to a report of the National Academy of Sciences, a severe geomagnetic storm could cause economic damage of $1 to $2 trillion (10 to 20 times that of Hurricane Katrina) in the first year, with 4 to 10 years until full recovery.

There exists a satellite, NASA’s Advanced Composition Explorer (ACE), that is positioned directly between the sun and the Earth and can provide 15 to 45 minutes advance warning of a geomagnetic storm.  However, some coronal mass ejections travel faster than others, and in the case of the 1859 Carrington Event ACE would have provided less than the 15 minutes warning power companies would need to prepare.  Also, ACE at 11 years old is operating well beyond its planned lifespan and there is no spare or planned replacement.

The Threat From Iran

· Iran test fired its 800 mi range Shahab-3 ballistic missiles from ships in the Caspian Sea.  These missiles are capable of reaching all of Israel and all U. S. bases in the Middle East from land inside Iran.  The only reason to acquire a sea launch capability would be to strike a target not reachable from land in Iran, like the continental United States.
· Iran detonated missiles at the top of their trajectory during those tests and declared the tests to be successful.  Neither conventional nor nuclear warheads detonated at that altitude would have the slightest effect on a ground target except through nuclear EMP.
· Iran is known to be designing a nuclear bomb trigger

· Iran also is working on fitting the container for a nuclear bomb into the nose cone of a Shahab-3 missile.  In 2004 the CIA obtained a laptop computer belonging to an Iranian engineer with thousands of pages of information, sketches and blueprints for the nuclear trigger device and fitting the nuclear bomb container into the Shahab-3.
· Iran is believed to have now or within less than six months sufficient enriched uranium for one or two fission nuclear bombs








“A world without America is conceivable”












Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
What Can We Do
A March 2007 survey found that most state-based emergency responders had done little or no: 1) analysis of the effects of an EMP event, 2) preparation to harden critical equipment, or 3) training to cope with the aftermath.

· Reestablish the EMP Commission.  The Commission did good work pulling together information about the threat from EMP, conducting new tests and making some recommendations.  But the job is not finished.
· Conduct more tests.  Many critical systems and components have never been tested as to EMP survivability.  More tests are essential to ensure dollars for prevention are spent wisely, addressing the most serious vulnerabilities and not in areas where systems already are largely EMP resistant.
· Protect transformers and generating plants.  It would be difficult to prevent the power grid from shutting down following a major EMP event.  But we can ensure the protection of critical components so that the power can come on again in a matter of a few days rather than months or years.  Electronic protection systems exist (like those made by Advanced Fusion Systems) that can be effective after 1/10 nanosecond and protect large transformers and generators for about $500,000 per phase.  Generators would require three protective devices (one per phase) and transformers six.

If EMP hardening is engineered into the original design it is generally estimated to add 2% to 3% to the total cost of the system to be protected.  For military equipment, the cost of retro-fitting EMP hardening has been estimated at 3% to 10% of original cost, though in the case of the Minuteman I ICBM this percentage reportedly was as high as 50%.


This is not cheap, but pales in comparison to the replacement cost of the equipment and the damage that would result from catastrophic failure.  For example, it has been estimated that the Niagara Falls power plants could be protected from catastrophic damage to critical components due to an EMP event for about $100 million, or less than 1% of the $10+ billion replacement cost.
· Assure availability of replacement equipment.  This includes at site electronic spares not connected to the grid for generating plants, utility and communication control centers and traffic lights, and spare transformers.
· Increase number of frequency independent ‘islands’ in the electrical system.  This would create unaffected fringe areas remaining in operation that could assist in restoration of service, instead of 70% or 30% of our power grid going down at once.
· Expand emergency power supplies.   Increase the battery and on-site generating capability for key electrical substations and control facilities as well as cell phone towers.  Currently only 5% of electrical substations have on-site emergency generators.   The rest rely on batteries to provide uninterrupted power for up to 8 hours.
Ensure that key gas stations and railroad fueling stations have on-site generators with adequate fuel supplies to assure fuel for essential transportation.

A diesel-electric locomotive can produce about 1 to 3 Mw of electricity.  We have sent quite a few to Iraq to assist in the restoration of electric power there.  Perhaps we should have a plan to use them here in the event of a major and prolonged power outage to provide emergency power at crucial sites, like refrigerated regional food warehouses.
· Extend ‘black start’ capability.  A “black start” is the process of restoring a power station to operation without relying on external energy sources.  Generating capacity and load have to be balanced, have to have an intact connection between the two (including any substations or switchyards), and the transmission link has to be isolated from the rest of the grid. 
This is harder than you may think.  Many forms of power generation other than hydroelectric require substantial amounts of external power to operate.  For example, generating plants using steam turbines require station service power of up to 10% of their capacity for boiler feed water pumps, boiler forced-draft combustion air blowers, and for fuel preparation.  That is why many power plants rely on hydroelectric plants to provide the power for a black start, rather than having the required black start capability on site.  But extensive damage to the grid could prevent power flowing from a hydroelectric plant to another power plant requiring power to start up again.

Even hydroelectric power plants require a small amount of power to open the intake gates to recommence operation, and some very small hydroelectric plants rely on a power network connection for frequency regulation.


More power plants should be provided with on site fueled black start generation capability with EMP hardened or manually operable emergency generation and interconnection mechanisms, and the ability to isolate these plants from the rest of the grid during emergency operations through EMP hardened isolation switching.
· Shield critical SCADA and communications components.  To protect from the effects of EMP one can either acquire EMP hardened electronic equipment, or provide volume shielding inside a room or cabinet for non-hardened electronics.  Shielding, bonding, grounding and filters all can provide protection.  For example, EMP hardening a telecom cabinet would cost about $10,000 to $50,000, depending on size.

Keep wire and cable runs: 1) as short as possible, 2) as straight as possible (loops pick up more EMP), and 3) as close to the ground as possible to help minimize the amount of EMP any equipment connected to them will experience.  Shielded twisted pair cables pick up less EMP than unshielded cables.  EMP shielding in a metal container creates a “Faraday cage”; to be effective all openings should be closed with metal covers and cable entry panels should be electrically bonded to the metallic shield.  Exterior grounds should be short and of low impedance.

MIL-STD-188-125-1 provides over 100 pages of excellent and detailed information on protecting ground based facilities and equipment from the effects of high altitude EMP.  
Q & A

How can EMP be produced by conventional means?  Non-nuclear EMP can be produced using microwaves (HPM, or High Power Microwave attack).  High power microwaves can be created when a chemical detonation is transformed through a flux compression generator (a special coil device) into an intense electromagnetic field.  Batteries and capacitors can be used to the same effect.  Such device could be built for $2,000 with commercially available electrical components, be small enough to fit into two parcels that could be shipped by regular mail, and have a range of about 1 mile


What are the estimated repair times for some critical systems?

· Replace damaged boiler, turbine or generator - 





1 year

· Replace damaged large transformer - 







1 – 2 years + backlog

· Repair damaged large transformer - 







1 month + backlog

· Repair and test damaged SCADA, DCS and computer control system - 


3 months

· Repair and test damaged protective systems - 






3 months

· Repair manual control system - 








1 month

What are the estimated costs to protect some critical systems?

· EMP hardened replacement units and protection schemes for major transformers - 
$500 million
· EMP protection for control systems at 5,000 generating plants - 



$250 million
· Create sub region islands through nonsynchronous interfaces (should be at least 6) -
$150 million each














$5 million/yr. operating costs each

· Simulation and training centers (should be three, one for each interconnect) - 

$250 million each

$25 million/yr. operating costs each

· Switchable ground resistors for high-value transformers - 




$150 million

· New black start generation capability (should be up to 150) - 




$12 million each

· Add fuel storage to existing black start generation capability - 



$1 million each

· Add emergency generation capability at crucial fuel and transportation sites - 

$2 to $5 million each

The standard unit of electric field strength is the volt per meter (v/m).  An E-field of 1 v/m is represented by a potential difference of 1v between two points 1 m apart.  1 v/m = 1 newton/coulomb.


The newton (unit of force) is the force required to accelerate a mass of 1 kg at a rate of 1m per second per second.

1N = 1 kg*m/s2


The coulomb is the amount of electric charge transported in 1 second by a steady current of 1 Ampere.  1A = 1C/s.


A particle passing through a magnetic field of 1 tesla at 1 m/s carrying a charge of 1 coulomb experiences a force of 1 newton.

1T = 1 v*s/m2  = 1 N/(A*m) = 1 kg /(C*s) = 1 kg /(A*s2)       

1 nanotesla (nT) = 1T * 10-9             The Earth’s magnetic field at the equator is about 31,000 nT, and at 500 latitude about 58,000 nT.

