Sample Phone Call Regarding H.R. 1343, the First Responders Fighting Terrorism Protection Act

Hello, my name is ______________ and I am a constituent of Representative___________.

Who handles terrorism issues for the Congressman/Congresswoman?

May I speak with him/her?

[If the staffer is not available, you should be put through to his/her voice mail.  Leave a message.  Just let them know your name, that you are a constituent, and that you’d like a return call.  Say nothing else.]

[If the staffer answers the phone say the following]

Hello [Terrorism Staffer’s Name].  My name is __________________ and I am a constituent of Representative______________. 

I’m calling today about H.R. 1343, the First Responders Fighting Terrorism Act, recently introduced by Congresswoman Sue Myrick.  Are you familiar with this piece of legislation?

[If the answer is “yes”]  That’s great!  How does your boss feel about this bill?

[If the answer is “no”]
Well, I’d like to take just 5 minutes of your time to let you know a little about the bill and why I’m supporting it and I’d like Representative ________ to do the same.

[Points to cover in your conversation]

· Immediately after the 9/11 attacks, our nation watched the bravery and hard work of first responders.

· In July 2007, Congress passed legislation, which was signed into law, to protect transportation security officials from frivolous lawsuits if they took reasonable action in responding to suspicious terrorist activity.  This provides them the ability to do their duty without fear of intimidation.

· However, today, the only first responders covered by this law are transportation security officials.  

· H.R. 1343, expands current law so that any Federal, State, or local law enforcement agent, prosecution agent, border agent, immigration agent, transportation security agent, fire fighter, or emergency medical service provider are afforded the same legal protection as transportation security officials.  

· H.R. 1343 is written to protect citizens’ ability to file legitimate lawsuits by providing specific legal guidelines as to what actions by first responders are covered by this bill.  

· In order to help make our country more safe and secure from terrorists, we need to pass legislation to protect our first responders…those people who work so hard to protect all of us.

· I am hopeful that Congressman ______________will be able to support this important piece of legislation as a cosponsor.

NOTE:  UNLESS THE STAFFER ALREADY CAN TELL YOU IF THE MEMBER OF CONGRESS IS SUPPORTIVE OF THIS LEGISLATION OR NOT…ASK FOR A LETTER FROM THE MEMBER OR CONGRESS INFORMING YOU OF HIS/HER POSITION ON THIS BILL AND THIS ISSUE OVERALL.

KEEP TRACK OF THE NAME OF THE TERRORISM STAFFER.  YOU MAY NEED TO CALL HIM/HER ANOTHER TIME AND YOU WILL THEN ALREADY HAVE THE INFORMATION AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!
