Sample Letter to U.S. Member of Congress

Letter To Request Support and Cosponsorship of H.R. 1343

NOTE:  AT THIS JUNCTURE, THIS PROPOSAL HAS ONLY BEEN INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE, SO THERE IS NO NEED TO CONTACT YOUR U.S. SENATOR










John Q. Public









5390 Main Street









Anytown, USA 00000









Date:

The Honorable _______________

[Enter Address]








U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative ______________:




I am a constituent of yours in (town, state) and I am writing today to express my support for H.R. 1343, the First Responders Fighting Terrorism Protection Act, and to ask that you add your support to this important piece of legislation as a cosponsor.

In 2007, a law was passed to protect transportation security officials from frivolous lawsuits if they took reasonable action in responding to suspicious terrorist activity.  This important proposal allowed them to perform their duties as first responders, without fear of intimidation through lawsuits.

However, today, the only first responders covered by this law are transportation security officials.  H.R. 1343 expands current law so that any first responders (for example Federal, State, or local law enforcement agents, immigration security agents, fire fighter or emergency medical service providers) are protected just as are our nation’s transportation security officials.  That being said, nothing in this legislation precludes any citizen the right to file a legitimate lawsuit.  The language of the bill is careful to provide specific legal guidelines with regard to what actions by first responders are covered by the legislation.  

It is critical that those who serve to protect us all are themselves protected, so that they can fulfill their duties.   I am hopeful that you will be able to support this important, common-sense piece of legislation as a cosponsor and I look forward to hearing your views on this issue.

Sincerely,

_____________

