Sample Phone Call Regarding H.R. 1304/S. 449, the Free Speech Protection Act

(Please modify the sample phone script depending upon whether you are calling your Representative in the U.S. House, or your Senator)

Hello, my name is ______________ and I am a constituent of Representative/Senator___________.

Who handles judiciary issues for the Congressman/Senator?

May I speak with him/her?

[If the staffer is not available, you should be put through to his/her voice mail.  Leave a message.  Just let them know your name, that you are a constituent, and that you’d like a return call.  Say nothing else.]

[If the staffer answers the phone say the following]

Hello [Judiciary Staffer’s Name].  My name is __________________ and I am a constituent of Representative/Senator______________. 

I’m calling today about H.R. 1304/S. 449, the Free Speech Protection Act, introduced by [Congressman Peter King/Senator Arlen Specter].  Are you familiar with this piece of legislation?

[If the answer is “yes”]  That’s great!  How does your boss feel about this bill?

[If the answer is “no”]
Well, I’d like to take just 5 minutes of your time to let you know a little about the bill and why I’m supporting it and I’d like Representative/Senator ________ to do the same.

· The Free Speech Protection Act was patterned after “Rachel’s Law” or  the “Libel Terrorism Reform Act” signed into law in 2008 by the State of New York

· It was signed into law in 2008 by the State of New York and recently by several other states as well. 

· Ms.  Rachel Ehrenfeld, an author, was sued in Britain by Saudi banker Khalid bin Mahfouz, due to accusations in her book that he financed terrorism.  

· Even though only 23 copies of her book were sold in the UK, the British courts ruled that they had jurisdiction.  

· H.R. 1304/S. 449 brings this issue to the U.S. Congress, so that all American’s rights can be protected.

· Some examples of the protection the bill affords:

•    Allows U.S. persons to bring a federal cause of action against any person bringing a foreign libel suit if the writing does not constitute defamation under U.S. law;

•    Bars enforcement of foreign libel judgments; 

•    Awards treble damages if the person bringing the foreign lawsuit intentionally engaged in a scheme to suppress First Amendment rights;
NOTE:  UNLESS THE STAFFER ALREADY CAN TELL YOU IF THE MEMBER OF CONGRESS IS SUPPORTIVE OF THIS LEGISLATION OR NOT…ASK FOR A LETTER FROM THE MEMBER OR CONGRESS INFORMING YOU OF HIS/HER POSITION ON THIS BILL AND THIS ISSUE OVERALL.
KEEP TRACK OF THE NAME OF THE JUDICIARY STAFFER.  YOU MAY NEED TO CALL HIM/HER ANOTHER TIME AND YOU WILL THEN ALREADY HAVE THE INFORMATION AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!
