Sample Phone Call for the Open Fuel Standard Act

(Please modify the sample phone script depending upon whether you are calling your Representative in the U.S. House, or your Senator)

Hello, my name is ______________ and I am a constituent of Representative/Senator ___________.

Who handles energy issues for the Congressman/Senator?

May I speak with him/her?

[If the staffer is not available, you should be put through to his/her voice mail.  Leave a message.  Just let them know your name, that you are a constituent, and that you’d like a return call.  Say nothing else.]

[If the staffer answers the phone say the following]

Hello [Energy Staffer’s Name].  My name is __________________ and I am a constituent of Representative/Senator ______________. 

I’m calling today about [H.R. 1476/S.835], the Open Fuel Standard Act.  Are you familiar with this piece of legislation?

[If the answer is “yes”]  That’s great!  How does your boss feel about this bill?

[If the answer is “no”]
Well, I’d like to take just 5 minutes of your time to let you know a little about the bill and why I’m supporting it and I’d like Representative/Senator ________ to do the same.

[Points to cover in your conversation]

· Last year alone, our country imported 4.7 billion barrels of oil and oil products.  Of that amount, 1.3 billion barrels were from countries that are hostile to our nation and our democratic freedoms.  
· This is not only an energy issue; it is a matter of national security.

· Today, for most Americans, there is simply no alternative to oil for their transportation needs. 
· H.R. 1476/S. 835 is a bi-partisan, common-sense proposal.   

· Both sides of the political spectrum from President Obama to former House Speaker Newt Gingrich have called for implementation of flex fuel technology.  
· It is a simple and inexpensive modification (only $100 per automobile!) 
· This is NOT the only solution, but it gets the ball rolling so that we are no longer dependent on foreign countries for our oil.  

NOTE:  UNLESS THE STAFFER ALREADY CAN TELL YOU IF THE MEMBER OF CONGRESS IS SUPPORTIVE OF THIS LEGISLATION OR NOT…ASK FOR A LETTER FROM THE MEMBER OR CONGRESS INFORMING YOU OF HIS/HER POSITION ON THIS BILL AND THIS ISSUE OVERALL.

KEEP TRACK OF THE NAME OF THE ENERGY STAFFER.  YOU MAY NEED TO CALL HIM/HER ANOTHER TIME AND YOU WILL THEN ALREADY HAVE THE INFORMATION AT YOUR FINGERTIPS!
ALWAYS BE COURTEOUS AND PROFESSIONAL WHEN SPEAKING TO THE STAFF.

