





Islam And Terrorism
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· Most Muslims are not terrorists, but almost all terrorists today are Muslims.
· Sura 8:12 of the Qur’an reads: “I will cast terror into the hearts of those who disbelieve. Therefore strike off their heads…”

· Since 9/11 over 10,000 terrorist attacks have been committed by Muslims.  In 2006, according to the National Counterterrorism Center, there were over 20,000 deaths from terrorist attacks worldwide, 13,000 of them in Iraq and Afghanistan.
· Osama bin Laden said that:  “Not all terrorism is cursed.  Some terrorism is blessed.  We practice the good terrorism.”  (quote from Oct. 21, 2001 interview with Tayseer Alouni of al-Jazeera)






Profile of an Islamic Terrorist
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· A study of 172 Al Qaeda terrorists conducted by a forensic psychiatrist in 2003 found the following:
· 90 % came from a stable, secure, caring background

· Three quarters were from middle or upper class families
· Two thirds were multilingual college graduates, often speaking three to six languages.  Being the best and the brightest, many had been sent abroad to study.
· Two thirds were professionals, often engineers (e.g., Bin Laden, Abdulmutallab – the “underwear bomber”), physicians (e.g., Al Zawahiri), architects (e.g., Mohammed Atta), or scientists
· The average age at which they made a commitment to violent jihad was 26.  Two thirds became drawn toward a terrorist group while living in a country not their homeland.
· Three quarters were married, most with children
· Unlike lone serial killers, they functioned well in groups.  Only 1% showed signs of psychotic disorder.

· The most recent wave of Islamic terrorists are those that are home grown in the West.  They are often younger, becoming terrorists at 19 or 20, less well educated, and more likely to have a criminal history.






Why Now?
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· Islam has existed over 1,400 years, yet terrorism is a relatively recent phenomenon – why?

· In 1924 Kemal Ataturk abolishes the Caliphate.  The Caliphate was the Islamic government, existing from the time of the Prophet Muhammad until 1924, representing the political unity of the Muslim world, with the Caliph as the heir of Muhammad's political authority.  President Ataturk of Turkey abolished the Caliphate in 1924 as part of his efforts to modernize Turkey after WWI.  Many Muslims still regard the abolition of the Caliphate as the greatest disaster ever to befall Islam.
Why is this relevant to Islamic Terrorism?  Under Islamic law, Muslims are allowed to engage in offensive jihad only with the permission of the Caliph, except when there is no Caliph.  The disappearance of the Caliphate has removed the obstacle of requiring the Caliph’s permission.

· 1928 – Hassan al-Banna founds the Muslim Brotherhood in Egypt.  The abolition of the Caliphate provided the impulse for Hassan al-Banna, an Egyptian school teacher, to found the Muslim Brotherhood in 1928, to return to original Islam and expel corrupting Western influences.  In 1949 Hassan al-Banna was killed by Egyptian government agents after a Muslim Brother had assassinated the Egyptian Prime Minister.  In 2005 the Muslim Brotherhood won 20% of the seats in the Egyptian parliament, and might have won had it not been for massive electoral fraud.  It has branched out all over the world, including in the United States.  An unclassified US military intelligence memorandum made public in September 2007 calls the Muslim Brotherhood a “threat organization” and states that its goal in the US is the destruction of Western civilization through Jihad from within and to support the global Islamic movement to reestablish the Caliphate.
· 1979 – Khomeini establishes the first modern Islamic state in Iran.  The establishment of a theocracy in Iran in 1979, with strict Qur’anic Sharia law, showed for the first time in modern times that such a thing was possible.  Ayatollah Khomeini’s government almost immediately started supporting terrorism and was instrumental in founding in 1982 and thereafter supporting the terrorist organization Hezbollah.

· 1979 – USSR invades Afghanistan.  The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 created a focus for Muslims who were willing to die fighting the infidel.  Rapidly increasing Arab oil wealth provided the necessary funding for the so-called “Afghan Arabs”.  Emboldened by victory over what they saw as the tougher of the two superpowers and in many cases having returned to their countries of origin they still provide today the core of many terrorist groups.






Muslim Brotherhood
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· Motto:


“Allah is our objective.  The Prophet is our leader.


Quran is our law.  Jihad is our way.


Dying in the way of Allah is our highest hope.”
· Plan for the US:


“The Ikhwan [Muslims Brothers] must understand that their work in America is a kind of grand Jihad in eliminating 
and destroying the Western civilization from within and ‘sabotaging’ its miserable house … so that … God’s 
religion is made victorious over all other religions”










May 22, 1991 Muslim Brotherhood ‘Explanatory Memorandum’
· It is important to remember that the Muslim Brotherhood and its multitude of affiliated and front organizations, like the Council on American Islamic relations (CAIR), the Muslim American Society, the Muslim Students Association and the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), are not moderate in any way.  While not overtly engaging in violence, like Al Qaeda does, its goal emphatically is the establishment of Sharia law and a Muslim Caliphate wherever Muslims live, and it exhorts its members to engage in Jihad in support of that goal.






Myths About Terrorism






P. 6




· Myth #1 - Terrorism is caused by poverty and exploitation.  Osama bin Laden belongs to one of the richest families in Saudi Arabia.  Ayman al-Zawahiri, Al Qaeda’s No. 2, is the great nephew of the first Secretary General of the Arab League.  The 9/11 hijackers came from upper middle class backgrounds, and many had university degrees.  
· Myth #2 - Terrorism is solely due to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  Al Qaeda did not really start adopting the Palestinian issue as its own until late 2006.  If you listen to and read the statements of the Jihadis, it is very clear that Palestine is just one of many territories that once were Muslim ruled and that have to become Muslim ruled again, including Kashmir in India, the Caucasus in Russia, Xinjiang in China, all of Spain, Sicily, and the Balkans up to Vienna.  This eventually will have to be followed by Islam ruling the entire world.  The destruction of Israel is merely one step along the way.
· Myth #3 - Terrorists of different beliefs, like Sunni and Shia or religious and non-religious, will not collaborate.  While Sunni and Shia or the Syrian secular Baath regime and the Muslim Brotherhood will fight each other, sometimes with great ferocity, they will always collaborate against the “Great Satan”: the United States.  Witness Saif el-Adel, reportedly now Al Qaeda’s security chief and No. 3, and Saad bin Laden, one of Osama’s sons, enjoying the hospitality of a guest house in Shia Iran for many years after 9/11, despite being Sunnis and despite Al Qaeda’s bloody attacks in Iraq on Shiites.






The Mentor - Sheikh Abdullah Azzam
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· Sheikh Abdullah Azzam – Osama bin Laden’s mentor
· Palestinian, born 1941
· Spellbinding orator, excellent organizer
· Hated the West, longed for the return of the Caliphate
· 1979 – goes to Peshawar (Pakistan) to fight USSR
· Early 1980s - Maktab al-Khidamat (Services Office) / Al Khifa (“The Struggle”) founded in Peshawar.  MAK was an organization to funnel money and recruits to the Muslims fighting the Soviets in Afghanistan.  Al Khifa centers for recruitment sprang up in Britain, France, Germany, Sweden, Norway and throughout the Middle East, as well as in Atlanta, Boston, Brooklyn, Chicago, Jersey City, Pittsburgh, Tucson and 30 other US cities.  This was the nucleus for what was to become Al Qaeda.
· Early 1980s – recruits Osama bin Laden
· 1985-89 – raises money in the US.  While in the US fundraising, Azzam enlisted hundreds of fighters and in 1988 held the First Conference of Jihad in the al-Farouk mosque in Brooklyn.
· 1989 – assassinated in Peshawar.  






Osama bin Laden
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“These youths love death as you love life.  Their rewards in fighting you, the USA, is double than in fighting someone else.  They have no intention except to enter paradise by killing you. There is nothing between us that needs to be explained, there is only killing and neck-smiting.”
Osama bin Laden, 1996







The Founder of Al Qaeda
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· Osama bin Laden was born 1957 to a wealthy Saudi family with close ties to the King.  Osama Muhammed bin Laden was born March 10, 1957 as the 17th of his father’s 55 children, to the 10th of his father’s 22 wives.
· Joins Azzam in Peshawar in the 1980s
· Splits from Azzam’s organization in 1988 over policy differences and forms Al Qaeda = The Base (military base where mujahedin were trained to fight in Afghanistan)







Muslim Hero
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· Osama bin Laden is an authentic hero to many Muslims
· Impressive appearance: over 6’4”
· Immensely wealthy
· Lost two toes fighting the USSR
· Lives like a simple shepherd
· Writes in eloquent, even poetic Arabic






Ayman al –Zawahiri
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The first photo shows Al Qaeda’s number 2, Ayman al-Zawahiri, younger and in Western dress.  You would not think twice if you saw someone looking like this on the street in any major city.  In fact, some of you may have seen him when he was in California in 1995 fundraising for Al Qaeda.  The second picture is more recent.






Ayman al –Zawahiri
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· Ayman al-Zawahiri was born 1951 to a family of doctors and professors
· His great uncle was Azzam Pasha, the first Secretary General of the Arab League.  

· Joined the Muslim Brotherhood at age 14.  He clearly took to heart their motto:
“Allah is our objective.  The Prophet is our leader.

Quran is our law.  Jihad is our way.

Dying in the way of Allah is our highest hope.”
· Osama bin Laden’s first lieutenant and doctor since they met in Afghanistan in the early 1980s
· Visited the US for fundraising in the 1990s.  He reportedly visited the US in 1995 and possibly as late as 1998, raising at least half a million dollars for Al Qaeda in various mosques in California and elsewhere.






Pre 9/11 Attacks
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· Nov. 1990 – Assassination of Meir Kahane in NYC.  Meir Kahane, the founder of the Jewish Defense League and the Israeli nationalist Kach party, was shot to death by El Sayyid Nosair after a speech in Manhattan with a gun purchased by Wadi el-Hage.  Wadi el-Hage is a naturalized US citizen (he married an 18 year old American girl to obtain US citizenship) who later became Osama bin Laden’s secretary and is now serving a life sentence for his participation in the 1998 embassy bombings.  Osama bin Laden provided funds for the defense of Nosair, an Egyptian-born naturalized US citizen who was acquitted of Kahane’s murder because no witness had seen him pull the trigger, but now is serving a life sentence for his participation in the first World Trade Center bombing.

· Feb. 1993 – First WTC attack; 6 dead, 1,042 injured.  A 1,500-lb urea nitrate-fuel oil device in a van was detonated in the underground parking garage of Tower One of the WTC.  It was intended that the explosion would topple Tower One, which would fall on Tower Two and bring that down as well.  The fleeing survivors were to have been poisoned with cyanide gas (a long time Al Qaeda favorite) generated by the explosion, which, however, harmlessly burned up before anyone could inhale it. Had the van been positioned closer to the poured concrete foundations, the tower would have fallen according to its architect.  The main organizer of the attack was Ramzi Yousef, a Kuwaiti with a British engineering degree and the nephew of Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the architect of the 9/11 attacks.  He initially escaped to Pakistan, where he was arrested in 1995 (a $2 million reward was paid to the informant who turned him in).  He is now serving a life sentence in the US.

· Oct. 1993 – Mogadishu; 18 dead, 73 injured.  This was the battle that resulted from a UN operation to capture Somali militia leaders that many of you know from the book and movie “Blackhawk Down”.  In addition to the two Blackhawk helicopters, the US forces lost 18 dead and 73 injured.  At the time Osama bin Laden was in Sudan, building up Al Qaeda.  The American involvement in Somalia at the time was a welcome opportunity for him to give his fighters some combat experience against the Americans alongside the Somali militias (who had much inferior training and equipment) and try to score a propaganda victory.  Col. Danny Mc Knight, who commanded the 3. Ranger Battalion and the rescue ground convoy in Mogadishu, confirmed to me in 2006 that the most deadly opponents were non-Somali Arab fighters, obviously much better equipped and trained than the Somali militias.
Here is what Osama bin Laden had to say about the effect on him of the results of this battle and the resulting American withdrawal from Somalia:

“…your most disgraceful case was in Somalia; where … you moved … twenty eight thousand American soldiers.  However, when tens of your soldiers were killed in minor battles … you left the area carrying disappointment, humiliation, defeat and your dead with you. … You have been disgraced by Allah and you withdrew; the extent of your impotence and weaknesses became very clear.  It was a pleasure for the heart of every Muslim …

· Dec. 1994 -  Bombing of PAL 434; 1 dead (test for “Operation Bojinka”).  Ramzi Yousef, the nephew of 9/11 planner Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, carried out a dry run for “Operation Bojinka” (slang for “Boom!” in Arabic), a plan to simultaneously blow up 11 US airliners over the Pacific Ocean in January 2005, quite similar to the Transatlantic Airplane Bomb Plot uncovered last year.  The liquid nitroglycerine for the bomb was hidden in a contact lens fluid container, and the wires were hidden in Yousef’s shoes.  He assembled the bomb in a lavatory of Philippines Air Lines flight 434, placed it under a seat that would normally be over the center wing fuel tank of the Boeing 747, and debarked at the next stopover.  However, on this particular model of 747 the fuel tank was a little further back, so that Yousef missed it by one row.  Only the passenger in the seat over the bomb died, the remaining 292 people on board surviving.  Operation Bojinka was foiled when a chemical fire started in the kitchen of the bomb makers’ rented apartment in Manila and the owner called the fire department.  When the terrorists refused to let the fire fighters enter and insisted on putting the fire out themselves, the police was called, leading to the discovery of the bomb factory.
· Jun. 1996 – Khobar Towers; 20 dead, 372 injured.  Members of Saudi Hezbollah, supported by Iran, attacked a housing complex used by foreign military personnel with a sewage treatment truck filled with explosives.  When denied access to the compound, the terrorists parked the truck about 90 feet from the building next to a security fence.  It exploded with a force equivalent to 20,000lbs of TNT, leaving an 85’ wide and 35’ deep crater.  Casualties would have been much higher had it not been for the distance, the presence along the security fence of concrete barriers that deflected the explosion upward, and the fact that a US sentry gave the evacuation order for the nearest building as soon as he saw the threatening truck park, a few minutes before the explosion.
· Aug. 1998 – E. African Embassies; 225 dead, 4,000+ injured.  The US embassies in Nairobi, Kenya and Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania were attacked on August 7, 1998 at 10:45 am local time with simultaneous car bombs.  12 Americans were killed in Nairobi, the remaining dead were all local people.  Casualties would have been much greater had not security guards prevented the Nairobi bombers from driving their vehicle into the garage under the embassy.  
These attacks make for an interesting case study on the dangers of not following up on warning signs prior to an attack.  When Ambassador Prudence Bushnell arrived in Nairobi in 1996 she immediately became very concerned about the lack of security in the embassy, and its vulnerable location next to a busy intersection, without an adequate standoff zone from the street.  She sent warning after warning to the State Department, where she was labeled “a nuisance overly obsessed with security”.  For the first time in her career, just weeks before the bombing, she received a mediocre performance review for “a tendency to overload bureaucratic circuits.”  Her warnings fell on deaf ears.  She was injured in the explosion but survived.
Now we get to the next missed opportunity to stop the attacks.  Enter Wadih el-Hage (now serving a life sentence without parole).  He was born a Lebanese Christian, converted to Islam, studied urban planning in Louisiana, then went to fight in Afghanistan where he met Osama bin Laden, and returned to the US in 1985 where he married an 18 year old girl in Arizona to obtain US citizenship. We already met him in the 1990 assassination of Meir Kahane, where he had purchased the murder weapon.  Later he moved to Sudan, where he worked for bin Laden, and then to Kenya.  In August 1997, a full year before the bombings, his house in Nairobi was raided by Kenyan police together with the FBI and CIA.  Among other information they found the phone number of Mamoun Darkazanli, the Syrian born businessman in Hamburg who allegedly financed Mohammed Atta while he was in Hamburg preparing for the 9/11 attacks.  For lack of Arabic translators the documents found in El-Hage’s house were not translated and he was released after some questioning.  Another chance to prevent the embassy bombings, and maybe even 9/11, was missed.
Also in the summer of 1997 an informant claimed to the CIA that the Islamic charity Al Haramain Foundation, linked to Al Qaeda, was planning to blow up the US embassy in Nairobi.  A CIA team sent to Nairobi decided the informant was not credible, though without interviewing nine detained Arab suspects.  

Finally, in the fall of 1997 an Egyptian walked into the US embassy in Nairobi and stated that he knew about a group that was planning to blow up the embassy with a truck bomb.  He was not believed.  It later turned out that he was in fact involved in the plot.
· Oct. 2000 – USS Cole; 17 killed, 39 injured.  A small craft filled with 600 lbs of C-4 explosive rammed the 8,300 ton Arleigh Burke class guided missile destroyer USS Cole in the Yemeni port of Aden and blew a 35’ x 35’ hole in her side.  The Pentagon approved rules of engagement then in effect prevented the sailor on guard manning a M-60 machinegun on the destroyer’s deck from opening fire on the explosives laden craft as it approached to ram, because it had not fired first.  In January 2000 Al Qaeda had unsuccessfully tried to attack the USS The Sullivans in the same manner, also in Yemen, but the attack craft was overloaded with explosives and sank.









9/11
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This is the moment the second plane hit the South Tower.









9/11
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· Preparation time: 8 years after first attack
· Cost: about $500,000
· The implosion of the WTC buildings generated kinetic energy equivalent to over 0.5KT of TNT, or a small tactical nuclear weapon
· 2,997 dead and missing







Post 9/11 Attacks
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· Oct. 2002 – Tanker “Limburg”; 1 dead, 12 injured.  On October 6, 2002 the French flagged tanker “Limburg”, carrying 400,000 barrels of crude oil was rammed by a dinghy carrying 200 – 400 lbs of TNT while a few miles off the coast of Yemen.  The explosion set the tanker on fire and caused a leak of 90,000 barrels of oil and $45 million in damage, but failed to sink the tanker.  By comparison, the “Exxon Valdez” leaked about 260,000 barrels of oil.  I include this attack, while not too remarkable in terms of casualties, because of Al Qaeda’s long standing fascination with maritime targets and the vulnerability of ship traffic through the Juan de Fuca Strait to a similar attack.

· Oct. 2002 – Bali; 202 dead, 209 injured.  At 11:05 pm a suicide bomber from Jemaah Islamiya, Al Qaeda’s Indonesian arm, detonated a bomb inside his backpack inside a nightclub, causing people to run in panic out into the street.  15 seconds later a bomb hidden inside a van detonated on the opposite of the road.  Most of the casualties were foreign tourists, including 88 dead Australians.  The van also was wired for remote detonation, in case the suicide bomber inside should have a change of heart at the last moment.
· Oct. 2002 – Moscow theater; 850 hostages,129 dead.  In October 2002 42 Chechen Muslim terrorists took 850 hostages in a Moscow Theater.  129 of the hostages died during the assault by Russian security forces, almost all from the effects of the Fentanyl gas used to anesthetize the terrorists.
· Nov. 2002 – Mombasa; 13 dead, 80 injured.  On November 28, 2002, three suicide bombers crashed an explosives laden Mitsubishi Pajero SUV through the gates of the Paradise Hotel, popular with Israeli tourists.  Three Israeli tourists and 10 Kenyan dancers were killed, an 80 injured.  Almost simultaneously, two attackers each fired a Russian made SA-7 surface to air missile at an Israeli charter B-757 as it was taking off from Mombasa airport with 271 people onboard, and missed.  The missiles were from the same production batch as the one fired in May 2002 at a US military aircraft departing Prince Sultan Airbase in Saudi Arabia.

· Apr. 2003 – Ferry dock, Philippines; 16 dead.  A bomb detonated in a food stall at Sasa Wharf in Davao City as passengers disembarked from a recently docked ferry, killing 16 and injuring 59.
· May 2003 – Riyadh; 26 dead, 160+ injured.  In May 2003 four armed assault teams, three of them driving in vehicles also containing car bombs, attacked three housing compounds in Riyadh.
· May 2003 – Casablanca; 41 dead, 100+ injured.  14 suicide bombers attacked six targets (restaurants, hotels, embassies) the night of May 16, 2003 in Casablanca, Morocco.  The attacks were carried out by the North African terrorist group Salafia Jihadia and were not as well organized as the typical Al Qaeda attack.  Only 8 Europeans were among the dead, and one the bombers, having become lost, detonated himself on the street, just blowing up a few passers-by.

· Nov. 2003 – Istanbul; 57 dead, 700+ injured.  On November 15, 2003 two trucks bombs blew up two synagogues in Istanbul.  Five days later two more truck detonated outside HSBC bank (the bombers waited for the traffic lights to turn red to maximize casualties) and the British consulate, killing the British consul general among many others.

· Feb. 2004 – SuperFerry 14, Manila; 116 dead.  On February 27, 2004 the explosion of 8lbs of explosives hidden in a television set sank the 10,000 ton SuperFerry14 in Manila Bay, with 900 passengers aboard.  Only after the ferry was raised five months after the attack did police find out that a bomb had been responsible.  Estimates of the number of dead range as high as 200.
· Mar. 2004 – Madrid trains; 191 dead, 2,050 injured.  On March 11, 2004, exactly 2 ½ years after 9/11, thirteen explosive charges totaling about 400lbs of explosives were placed aboard four suburban Madrid commuter trains.  10 of them exploded within three minutes of each other during rush hour, remotely detonated using cell phones.  This was not a suicide attack, though some of the perpetrators blew themselves and one Spanish policeman up next month when cornered in their apartment.  While Al Qaeda inspired, the attack was carried out by an affiliated group and not Al Qaeda itself.  The attack was instrumental in the conservative Spanish government, allied to the US, losing the election three days later and being replaced by an anti-American Socialist government.

· May 2004 – Khobar, S. Arabia; 22 dead, 25 injured.  May 29, 2004 four attackers took over 50 hostages in the Saudi Al-Khobar foreign workers housing complex.  The hostages were asked their religion: if they were Muslim they were let go, if Christian or Hindu they were killed, several by having their throats slit.  22 died, and 25 were injured.  Three of the terrorists managed to escape in broad daylight, despite the fact that by that time the compound was surrounded by hundreds of heavily armed Saudi soldiers.







Post 9/11 Attacks (cont.)
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· Aug. 2004 – Two Russian airliners; 87 dead.  August 24, 2004 two Russian commercial aircraft on flights out of Moscow were blown up in midair within 3 minutes of each other by female Chechen suicide bombers.  Police Captain Mikhail Artamonov, who had stopped the suicide bombers at the airport but had failed to search them or interrogate them thoroughly, was later sentenced to 6 years in jail for negligence.  His defense that the regulation requiring the thorough interrogation of all Chechen passengers was illegal, constituting racial profiling, availed him little at his trial.
· Sep. 2004 –Beslan, Russia; 1,200 hostages, 344 dead, 700 injured.  September 1, 2004 34 Muslim Chechen terrorists, including two women wired as suicide bombers, took hostage over 1,200 children, parents and teachers at School Number One in Beslan in Southern Russia.  The hostages were herded together in the gym and surrounded with explosives on all sides.  The siege ended on the third day when Russian security forces stormed the school after the terrorists detonate some of the explosives.  The “fog of war” prevailing throughout the crisis is worthy of note.  For example, it was thought at one point that there could be as many as 200 attackers (there were 34) and that there were only 350 hostages (there were 1,200).  The casualty rate among the hostages was a stunning 90%.
· Oct. 2004 – Sinai, Egypt; 34 dead, 171 injured.  October 7, 2004 there were three car bomb attacks in the Sinai Peninsula.  The deadliest one involved a truck bomb, made from gas cylinders, old explosives found in the Sinai desert from the Arab Israeli wars, and a washing machine timer, being driven into the lobby of the Taba Hilton Hotel, collapsing 10 floors of the building, killing 31 and injuring 159.
· Jul. 2005 – London transit; 52 dead, 700+ injured.  On July 7, 2005 during morning rush hour three suicide bombers within less than a minute detonated their triacetone triperoxide, or TATP, charges on three separate London subway trains.  Since the subway system was immediately shut down, the fourth bomber could not get onto a subway train, and blew himself up an hour later on a double-decker bus.  The attackers were all “cleanskins”, or previously unknown to law enforcement.  Two weeks later, on July 21, there was another series of 4 explosions, again 3 on subway trains and one on a bus, but this time only the detonators went off and there were no casualties.  The bombs themselves, made of a gel like mixture of hydrogen peroxide and flour, and surrounded by nails and screws to act as shrapnel, did not go off.
· Aug. 2005 – Bangladesh, 400 bombs in 30 min.; 2 dead, 138 injured.  63 of the country’s 64 provinces were hit with bomb blasts coordinated by the Jamiat-ul Mujahideen to underline their demands for the implementation of Shari’a law in Bangladesh.
· Nov. 2005 – Amman, Jordan; 60 dead, 115 injured.  On Nov. 9, 2005 suicide bombers attacked three hotels.  One of the attacks, on a 900 person wedding reception, was carried out by a husband and wife suicide bomber team.
· Jul 2006 –   Mumbai trains; 209 dead, 700+ injured.  On July 11, 2006 seven bomb blasts over the course of 11 minutes hit seven Mumbai commuter trains during rush hour, around 6:30 pm.  Lashkar-e-Kahhar, a terrorist organization linked to Al Qaeda, claimed responsibility.
· Feb. 2007 – Delhi Express; 68 dead, 50 injured.  On February 18, 2007 two suitcase bombs exploded at 11:53 pm in separate carriages of the express train between India and Pakistan.  Three more bombs were later found unexploded.  
· Oct. 2007 – Karachi, Pakistan; 136 dead, 387 injured.  On October 18, 2007 twin suicide bombings occurred near Pakistani opposition leader and former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto.  She escaped unharmed.
· Dec. 2007 – Rawalpindi, Pakistan; 24 dead, 46 injured.  December 27, 2007 Pakistani opposition leader Benazir Bhutto is assassinated by a suicide bomber after a campaign rally.
· Sep. 2008 – Islamabad, Pakistan; 54 dead, 266 injured. September 20, 2008 the Marriott Hotel in Islamabad is attacked by a suicide bomber driving a dump truck filled with 1,300 lb of RDX and Torpex (50% more powerful than TNT), with aluminum powder mixed in to enhance the explosive effect.  The explosion left a 60 ft wide and 20 ft deep crater.  Had the truck not been stopped at a concrete security barrier some distance from the hotel, the death toll would have been much higher. The Pakistani President and Prime Minister had been scheduled to be at the hotel at the time, but had changed their plans at the last minute.
· Dec. 2008 – Mumbai, India; 173 dead, 327 injured.  November 26, 2008 10 members of the Pakistani terrorist organization Lashkar-e-Toiba simultaneously attacked 10 targets in the Indian city of Mumbai.  They had entered India by hijacking a fishing boat on the high seas and killing its crew.    It took security forces three full days to kill or capture the final attackers.  The attackers had been conducting reconnaissance for several months prior to the attacks.  According to some reports one of them also had a mobile phone SIM card that was purchased in New Jersey.






Foiled Attacks
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· Jul. 1993 – “NYC Landmark Plot”.  The New York City “Landmark Bomb Plot” was to be carried out by followers of the blind Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, the leader of the Egyptian Al-Jamaa Islamiya (which formally joined Al Qaeda in 2006), who is now serving a life sentence in the US .  The attacks were to take place on July 4, 1993, and involved bringing down the UN building with a truck bomb, destroying the Lincoln and Holland tunnels under the Hudson River with car bombs, as well as the George Washington bridge over the Hudson River and the federal building housing the FBI’s main NYC office.  The conspirators were arrested 10 days before the attacks were going to take place.
· Dec. 1999 - Strasburg Cathedral

· Dec. 1999 - Los Angeles Airport (Ahmed Ressam)

· Jan. 2000 – USS The Sullivans

· Sep. 2001 – Paris US embassy and cultural center

· Dec. 2001 – “Shoe bomber” Richard Reid 
· Dec. 2001 - US, UK and Australian embassies in Singapore.  Soon after the start of the US bombing campaign in Afghanistan in 2001, Hambali, the head of the Indonesian branch of Al Qaeda Jemaah Islamiyah guided execution of a plan to drive trucks loaded with fertilizer ammonium nitrate fertilizer bombs into the US, Australian, British and Israeli embassies in Singapore. Over 8,000 lbs of ammonium nitrate had already been purchased (compare that to the 1,500 lbs used in the first WTC attack and the 5,000 lbs used in Oklahoma City).  In the Philippines another 2,000 lbs of TNT and 300 detonators were found during arrests related to this plot. 
· Jul. 2005 - Los Angeles (“California Prison Plot”).  In July 2005, as part of a robbery investigation, police arrested two men they then discovered were plotting attacks on the El Al airline ticket counter at Los Angeles International Airport, several Jewish synagogues, and other targets. The two men, Haney Washington and Gregory Vernon Patterson, converted to Islam and joined an Islamist gang while in prison.  
· Feb. 2006 - Saudi Abqaiq oil processing facility.  The suicide bombers in two cars breached the outer security perimeter after killing 3 and injuring 10 guards, but were stopped at the inner perimeter, where they detonated their vehicles, still well away from the main facilities.  Abqaiq processes about 7 million of Saudi Arabia’s daily production of 11 million barrels of oil.  A successful attack would have reduced that to about 1 million barrels daily for several months, and killed a substantial number of Abqaiq’s 1,000 US employees.
· Jun. 2006 – “Toronto 17” planned to behead Prime Minister.  On June 2, 2006, Canadian officials arrested in Toronto 17 young men who had attempted to buy large quantities of explosives, charging them with conspiring to carry out attacks on several targets throughout southern Ontario, including detonating two truck bombs, storming the Canadian Parliament building and beheading the Prime Minister.
· Jun. 2006 – “Liberty City 7” planned to blow up Sears Tower.  June 22, 2006 FBI agents arrested seven members of an alleged homegrown terrorist cell in Miami. They accused the group of plotting to bomb Chicago's Sears Tower.
· Aug. 2006 – Transatlantic aircraft plot.  August 9, 2006 British police arrested 24 British Muslims (one of them a woman) in a plot to blow up 10 US and British passenger airliners over the Atlantic en route to various US airports.  The terrorists planned to use bottles with the energy drink Lucozade to contain the triacetone triperoxide (TATP) and hexamethylene triperoxide diamine (HMTD) explosives. They planned to leave the tops of the bottles sealed and filled with the original beverage, but add a false bottom containing the liquid or gel explosive dyed red to match the drink in the top of the container.
· May 2007 – Fort Dix massacre plot.  Six foreign born Muslims, including a convenience store clerk, a roofer, a cabdriver and a pizza delivery man, from Jordan, Turkey and Yugoslavia, planned to attack Fort Dix, NJ, with semiautomatic rifles and rocket propelled grenades.  They had no apparent connection to any known terrorist group.  They were caught because of a tip from a video store clerk after they asked him to dub a videotape onto a DVD.  The tape featured firearms training in the Pocono Mountains and calls to jihad.
· Dec. 2009 – “Underwear bomber” Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab.  The son of the former Chairman of the First Bank of Nigeria, one of the richest men in Africa, and holder of a mechanical engineering degree from University College London, he tried to blow up flight NW253 with a 3 oz. device containing pentaerythritol tetranitrate (PETN) and TATP sown into his underwear, which he tried to detonate by injecting acid into it.  He burned his pants off but failed to detonate the device, due in part to the prompt action of a Dutch passenger who jumped him.  The device and training had been provided by Al Qaeda in Yemen.
· There are dozens or even hundreds of suspicious incidents each year that could fall under the category of “foiled terrorist attack”, or “individual jihad”, or just “financing terrorism”.  In some cases we will never know.  For example, in November 2006 Sisayehiticha Dinssa, an unemployed U.S. citizen from Dallas, was arrested at Detroit Metropolitan Airport arriving from Nigeria by way of Amsterdam and headed for Phoenix.  He was carrying nearly $79,000 in cash, undeclared, and a laptop computer containing information about nuclear materials and cyanide.
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· Aug. 1998 E. African Embassies:  
  $50,000

· Oct. 2000 USS Cole:


  $40,000

· Sep. 2001 WTC & Pentagon:

$500,000

· Oct. 2002 Bali:



  $50,000

· Nov. 2003 Istanbul:


  $30,000

· Mar. 2004 Madrid Trains:  

  $10,000

· Jul. 2005 London Transit:

    $2,000

· You can see that these attacks are not very expensive when measured against an Al Qaeda annual budget that was estimated at around $30 million per year in the 1990s, and is perhaps $10 to $15 million annually now.

· Funds for some of the more recent attacks are even believed to have been raised entirely by the local groups carrying them out.  For example, the $10,000 required for the Madrid commuter train attacks in 2004 was largely raised by the local group of terrorists selling drugs and counterfeit CDs.  The $2,000 for the London subway attacks possibly came from the perpetrators’ savings accounts.
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· $140 million seized since 9/11
· Pre-9/11 budget of $30MM/year, now perhaps half that amount or less
· Bin Laden’s fortune no longer required.  When bin Laden moved to Sudan in the 1990s he reportedly transferred $50 million of his personal fortune to that country to fund his operations there.  Now, Al Qaeda’s operations are largely self-financing from Islamic charities and criminal activities.  One positive consequence is that cells engaged in fundraising are more likely to be detected during routine law enforcement activities targeting the criminal activities they engage in.
· Islamic charities.  Many Islamic charities ostensibly raise money for social programs and the victims of “American Imperialist aggression”, and then transfer some of the funds to Hamas, Hezbollah and Al Qaeda.

· “Hawala” money transfers.  The Hawala money transfer business works outside regulated banking channels.  Transfers involve much lower costs for the customers than bank transfers, are for all practical purposes untraceable, and have an annual volume worldwide that has been estimated as high as $200 billion.  The vast majority of these transfers are legitimate, but the system also makes it easy for terrorists and their financiers to transfer funds.
It works something like the following: Muhammad in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia wants to send $4,000 to Kamal in Seattle.  Muhammad gives Hawaladar A in Jeddah (let us call him Abdul) 15,000 Saudi Riyals in cash.  Abdul lets Hawaladar B in Seattle (let us call him Bashir) know, by phone, fax or e-mail, that Bashir should give Kamal $4,000 when Kamal shows up in Bashir’s shop.  Kamal gets his $4,000, without any paper trail having been created.  The $4,000 debt from Abdul to Bashir is canceled either when there are reverse transfers from the US back to Saudi Arabia, for example when immigrant workers remit money home, or by a trade transaction with adjusted prices.  For example, Bashir can buy $100 cell phones worth $10,000 and sell them to Abdul in Jeddah for $14,000, this way recovering in a perfectly legal trade transaction the $4,000 he paid out to Kamal.

In September 2007 39 people were indicted in Baltimore on charges including unlicensed money transfers and concealment of terrorist financing in a “hawala” operation involving at least 46 defendants in the United States, Spain, Canada and Belgium.
· Cigarette smuggling.  In 2000, in an operation involving 230 officers, an 18 person cigarette smuggling ring based in Charlotte, NC, that was raising millions of dollars for Hezbollah was broken up.  They would buy large quantities of cigarettes, though never more than 300 cartons at a time to avoid violating federal law, in states like South Carolina where the tax was $0.05 a pack, and resell them in states like Michigan, where the tax was $0.75 a pack.  The investigation started in 1995 when an alert Deputy Sheriff working off duty as a security guard observed three Arabic speaking man buying exactly 300 cartons of cigarettes each from a tobacco wholesaler, paying with wads of cash taken from paper bags, and driving off with the 900 cartons of cigarettes in a van.  They would return every few days to repeat the performance.
Currently, the lowest cigarette excise tax is levied by South Carolina, $0.07/pack, the highest in New Jersey at $2.575/pack.  Washington State’s cigarette tax of $2.025/pack is the third highest in the country, making this state an attractive destination for cigarettes smuggled from a low tax state.

· Drug dealing.  In 2002 a massive methamphetamine ring with Hezballah involvement was uncovered.  Pseudoephedrine was brought by the tractor-trailer load from Canada to Detroit, and from there to California, where it was sold to Mexican-run gangs to make meth.  Over 65 people were arrested in 12 cities, and 35 tons of pseudoephedrine as well as $4.5 million in US currency were recovered.  
One drug of concern in communities with a large number of East African immigrants is “Khat”, a plant that contains the alkaloid cathinone, an amphetamine-like stimulant and Schedule I controlled substance.  Chewing the leaves for stimulation is common in Somalia, Yemen and Sudan and among immigrants from that part of the world.  The illegal khat trade in the US has been estimated at $1.5 billion annually, and it has been suspected that a part of this trade may be controlled by Islamist terrorist organizations.  Remember, these are countries with a strong Al Qaeda presence: Somalia is where the attack on the US rangers in Mogadishu occurred, Yemen is where the attacks on the “USS Cole” and the “Limburg” originated, and Sudan was Osama bin Laden’s residence for years.
· Stolen cars.  One important means of financing for Al Qaeda is stolen cars in the US.  Cars are stolen all over the country and funneled to various used car dealerships, who often don’t even sell to walk-in customers.  Sometimes the stolen vehicles are given the VIN numbers of wrecks of the same description that have been acquired by these dealerships.  Then they are shipped to Dubai, where they are re-titled and sold all over the Middle East, where a late model luxury car can easily fetch $50,000 or more.  Certain large SUVs like those used by the Americans in Iraq are sent there and used in attacks where the attackers impersonate Americans.  Junk cars are also sent to Iraq and converted into car bombs.  For example, a car found in a bomb factory in Fallujah was traced back through its VIN number to a Tampa, FL used car dealer.

It should not be surprising that Mohammed Atta was a used car dealer, as was Adnan al-Shukrijumah, currently suspected to be one of Al Qaeda’s top terrorists, and 6 of those arrested in the 2006 transatlantic airplane bomb plot.
· Counterfeit products.  The 1993 World Trade Center bombing was partially financed with the sale of counterfeit T-shirts.  100,000 were seized by the FBI in 1996.  In the UK six 40 foot trucks filled with Pakistani made fake Nike and Burberry products were seized by police.  The proceeds are believed to have been destined for Al Qaeda.  In Denmark in 2001 authorities seized 8 tons of counterfeit Vicks Vaporub, Head & Shoulders shampoo, Oil of Olay cream, and Chanel No. 5 perfume, shipped by a known Al Qaeda member in Dubai and destined for the UK.  In the South American tri-border region of Paraguay, Brazil and Argentina Hezballah has sold millions of dollars worth of counterfeit Nintendo and Sony products.  Hezballah has also been found to be involved in the sale of counterfeit pharmaceutical products and automotive parts.  In the US in 2007 a counterfeit clothing ring with links to the Islamist organization Jamaat al-Fuqra that had generated over $7 million was broken up.
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· Al Qaeda today is more like a franchise, where headquarters provides strategic direction and certain crucial ingredients, than a hierarchic, closely controlled organization.
· Leadership provides:

· overall direction

· technical expertise and training

· some funding for major attacks

· planning for major attacks
· Local cells provide:

· target reconnaissance

· much of the funding

· explosives

· execution
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· It is estimated that 60,000 to 120,000 trainees went through Al Qaeda’s camps in Afghanistan before they were shut down in 2001.  New training camps have sprung up since 2001 in the Southern Philippines, Pakistan and the Sahara.  About 5,000 of these terrorists have been killed or captured.

· Al Qaeda is expanding, mostly by acquiring existing organizations that swear loyalty to Al Qaeda, rather than by setting up new organizations from scratch.
· Existing franchisees

· Saudi peninsula (incl. Yemen) – Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula
· Pakistan/Afghanistan – Taliban, Jaish-e-Muhammad, Lashkar-e-Toiba
· Philippines - Abu Sayyaf

· Southeast Asia – Jemaah Islamiya
· Central Asia – Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan
· Egypt – Islamic Group and Al Jihad

· Yemen – Islamic Army of Aden
· Ad hoc organizations in Europe, North Africa and Turkey

· Acquiring new franchisees

· Zarqawi’s organization in Iraq (2005) became “Al Qaeda in the Land of the Two Rivers”
· GSPC (the Groupe Salafiste pour la Predication et le Combat, which emerged from the GIA, or Groupe Islamiste Armee, which fought the secular military government in the 1990s civil war that cost over 100,000 dead) in Algeria (2006) became “Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb”
· Libyan Islamic Fighting Group (2007)
· Entering Gaza and Lebanon (2007) (e.g., the Abdullah Azzam Brigades of Al-Qaeda of Al-Sham (Greater Syria))
· Somalia (2009) Al-Shabaab (“The Youth”, a Somali violent jihadist movement) in September 2009 released a 48 minute video titled “Here I Am At Your Service, Usama”.  The Ras Kamboni Brigade in Southern Somalia (500 – 1,000 fighters) pledged loyalty to Al Qaeda in 2010.
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· Sponsors of Terrorism

· Iran

· Syria

· Venezuela (Hezbollah training facilities and travel documents for terrorists)
· “Ungoverned spaces”

· Pakistan Northwest Frontier

· Lebanon

· Somalia

· Southern Philippines

· Sahara region
· Pankisi Gorge in Georgia
· “Tri-border” region (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay)

· “Strong states” with weak policies.  These would include weak border controls, “no-go” areas for law enforcement, weak policies to monitor immigrants, and growing militancy and extremism among non-integrated Muslim communities in those countries, together with a political correctness driven unwillingness to confront the reality of a home grown Islamic threat.  Examples would include: 
· Prohibiting the use of the term “Islamic Terrorist”, as has occurred both in Europe and the United States,
· Referring to the former Global War on Terror as “overseas contingency operations” (DoD e-mail),
· Referring to terrorist attacks as “man-caused disasters” (Homeland Security Secretary Napolitano).
· Doing nothing when Maj. Nidal Hassan in a 2007 slide presentation, two years before the Ft. Hood attack, said: “We love death more than you love life”.
· Sheikh Kifah Mustapha, a member of the Muslim Brotherhood and unindicted co-conspirator in a terrorism case, becoming the first certified Muslim chaplain to the Illinois State police in late 2009.
· Attempting to try enemy combatants in civilian courts and giving them all the rights of a U.S. citizen accused of a crime.  This court filing by five accused 9/11 terrorists released in March 2009 gives an idea of what we can expect in such a trial: “Our religion is a religion of fear and terror to the enemies of Allah …  God willing we are terrorists to the bone.  So, many thanks to Allah.  We have news for you … : You will be … defeated … and … America will fall … Your end is very near … We shall pass over the blades of the swords into the gates of heaven.”
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· 47% of the 2.4MM Muslims in the US are Muslims first, Americans second.  A Pew Research Center opinion poll in May 2007 disclosed some interesting attitudes among US Muslims, particularly given that, as a group, they are as well to do as the average American.  

· 26% of those under 30 support suicide bombings in some circumstances.  26% of American Muslims ages 18 to 29 (constituting about 24% of adult Muslims in the US) believe suicide bombings can be justified in some circumstances to defend Islam, compared to 13% of all US Muslims and 9% of those 30 or older.

· 7% of American Muslims ages 18 to 29 have a favorable view of Al Qaeda, compared to 5% of all US Muslims and 2% of those 55 and older.

· Bottom line:   at least 300,000 US Muslims support suicide bombings in defense of Islam under some circumstances, and over 100,000 have a favorable view of Al Qaeda.  

· Tablighi Jamaat – 50,000 US members.  Tablighi Jamaat, “the group that propagates the faith”, is a Muslim missionary organization founded in India.  It receives significant funding from Saudi Arabia, has millions of members in Pakistan, and is estimated to have about 50,000 US members, controlling mosques in at least 10 states.  Tablighi Jamaat advocates disengagement from Western culture, rejects democracy and gender equality, and preaches that Jihad is the duty of all Muslims.  It claims to be apolitical, nonviolent and purely spiritual.  Its members, however, have repeatedly been found close to Islamic terrorist organizations.  When John Walker Lindh wanted to join the Taliban, it was a Tablighi Jamaat preacher who put him in touch with them.  When Jeffrey Battle of the “Portland Seven”, of whom we will speak more in a minute, wanted to join the Taliban, he went looking for Tablighi Jamaat members to establish a connection.  “Shoe bomber” Richard Reid and “dirty bomber” Jose Padilla” were Tablighis.  It is estimated that over 6,000 Tablighis received training in terrorist training camps in Pakistan, among them 400 Americans.  
· Jamaat al-Fuqra – 3,000 US members.  “Jamaat al-Fuqra”, the “community of the impoverished”, is an American offshoot of the Pakistani terrorist organization Jaish-e-Muhammed, whose main focus is attacking India and "liberating" Kashmir.  Its front group is called Muslims of the Americas.  It was founded in 1980 by Sheikh Jilani, the same one Wall Street reporter Daniel Pearl was on his way to interview when he was kidnapped and beheaded, its members being recruited from black Muslims.  Sheikh Jilani is known to have attended terrorist conferences with representatives of Hizballah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad and other similar groups.

· While the organization is not directly linked to Al Qaeda, its members have collaborated with Al Qaeda in individual operations, like the first World Trade Center attack in 1993 and the aborted 1993 "NYC Landmark Plot".  Two Jamaat al-Fuqra members were tried and convicted in the 1990 Tucson murder of Imam Rashad Khalifa.  Wadih el-Hage, later OBL’s private secretary, harbored a JaF member who conducted surveillance of Imam Khalifa.
· JaF members have been implicated in 17 murders and 13 bombings and arson attacks in the US.  They include bombings and arson attacks in Seattle and Portland in 1983-84.
· JaF operates through communes in remote areas throughout the US and Canada.  Its headquarters is in the Catskills a few hours outside New York City.  It is called “Islamberg”, has armed guards around the perimeter, and on weekends the neighbors can hear automatic weapons fire, and sometimes explosions.  Other locations are in CA, CO, GA, MI, NC, OR, PA, SC, TN and VA.  Some of these communities have established their own charter schools, some of which have been used to bilk school districts of hundreds of thousands of dollars, which were remitted to Pakistan.  In 1989 police found in a CO storage locker weapons, explosives, blank birth certificates and Social Security cards, and target surveillance videos of Air Force and National Guard bases and of electric utility facilities.  In 1992 a raid on JaF’s 100 acre compound in CO discovered a cache of M-16s and AK-47s.
· How did they get automatic weapons?  They formed their own security company, “Professional Security International”, which then obtained the federal licenses necessary for acquiring automatic weapons.
· A Canadian investigative journalist, Paul Williams, reported that JaF also has a facility in Onalaska, WA in Lewis County.  While there are people in the area who remember individuals in paramilitary clothing conducting weapons training in a remote area of the county a decade or more ago, it seems, after checking into the report, that currently JaF does not have a presence in Lewis County.
· And here an individual example of a manifestation of the jihadi recruiting base in the U.S.  Samir Khan, born in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, immigrated to Queens, NY at age 7.  His defining experience was at age 15, when he attended a weeklong summer camp sponsored by IONA (the Islamic Organization of North America).  He is now 21 and produces a blog from his parents’ home in North Carolina.  It is a successful blog, ranked among the top 1% websites in the entire world.  He originally called his blog “Inshallahshaheed”, which means “a martyr soon if God wills”.  His favorite video is one of a fiery suicide bomber attack on an American outpost in Iraq, which he said “was something that brought great happiness to me”.  Asked how he felt about living among the people whose sons and daughters were among the killed he said: “Whatever happens to their sons and daughters is none of my concern.  They are people of hellfire and I have no concern for them.”  He has written on his website that Jihad is mandatory for all Muslims, and said that he dreams about meeting Osama bin Laden.  Be prepared to hear more from Mr. Khan and his ilk in the years to come.
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· Al Qaeda, Hezballah, Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad all have cells in the US.  
· Hamas and Hezballah probably have more agents in the US than Al Qaeda.  Hamas and Hezbollah probably have more agents in the US than Al Qaeda.  Hamas is present in 40 states and in most major urban centers, including Seattle.  Total numbers are estimated in the thousands.  About 300 Hezbollah agents have been arrested to date.  Incidentally, it costs about $25,000 for an arranged marriage to obtain US citizenship for a member of one of these organizations.
So far they have just been used for fundraising.  It remains to be seen whether under certain circumstances, e.g. a military conflict with Iran, some of these cells would be activated to conduct attacks in North America.  Hezbollah in particular is funded by and takes its orders from Iran.  In 2006 Hezbollah’s spokesman in Iran, Mojtaba Bigdeli, boasted that the organization had 2,000 trained volunteers ready to attack the United States.  
You might ask yourselves: “Why should we care?  Isn’t their fight with Israel over the so-called occupied land in Palestine.”  Here is a quote from 2005 from the head of Hezballah, Sheikh Nasrallah: “Our motto, which we are not afraid to repeat year after year, is: “Death to America.”

Does anyone here belong to Rotary, the Lions of the Freemasons?  For those of you who do, did you know that you are named in the charter of Hamas?  I quote from Article 22: “For a long time the enemies have been planning, skillfully and with precision … they formed secret societies, such as Freemasons, Rotary Clubs, the Lions and others in different parts of the world …  They were behind World War I, when they were able to destroy the Islamic Caliphate …  There is no war going on anywhere, without having their finger in it.”
· US Al Qaeda fighters abroad.  Shirwa Ahmed in 2008 became the first known American suicide bomber when he drove a truck bomb into a government building in Mogadishu, Somalia.  He was one of 20 young Somalis who recently had disappeared from Minneapolis.  Also, US passports have been found on dead Al Qaeda terrorists abroad.  It would be naïve to believe that none are here in the US.
· Sleeper cells broken up in:
· Seattle.   In August 2002 a black Muslim activist in Seattle, James Ujaama, 36, was indicted with plotting to establish a terrorist training camp in Bly, OR in 1999.  He traveled to Afghanistan in 1999.  Ujaama served two years in prison and violated his parole after his release, fleeing to Belize, where he was arrested in December 2006 with a fake Mexican passport and sent back to the United States.  Ujaama had been a “community activist” who in the 1990s had received Seattle’s key to the city.  Semi Osman, a British citizen born in Sierra Leone and living in Tacoma was also arrested in 2002 (in May) in connection with the terrorist training camp plot.
· Portland (“Portland Seven”). In October 2002 in Portland, six suspects, most of whom were U.S. citizens, were indicted when after 9/11 they decided to go to Afghanistan and fight for al Qaeda and the Taliban against the United States.  Five of the suspects left Portland for Afghanistan in October 2001, but were not able to cross over from China.  All but one returned to the US.  Federal agents were alerted 10 months earlier when a Deputy Sheriff spotted four of the suspects firing weapons at a gravel pit in Washougal, WA (Skamania County).  He took their names and let them go, but reported the incident to the FBI.  
· Lackawanna, NY (“Lackawanna Six”).  The “Lackawanna Six” was a group of six American citizens of Yemeni descent who had attended an Al Qaeda terrorist training camp in Afghanistan prior to 9/11 and who were arrested in September 2002 before they were able to carry out any attacks.  A seventh member of the group was able to escape to Yemen where he was arrested but able to escape from jail in 2006.
· Charlotte, NC (Hezbollah).  In 2000 an 18 person cigarette smuggling ring based in Charlotte, NC, that already had raised millions of dollars for Hezbollah was broken up.  Another similar ring was broken up in Detroit.
Hezbollah’s center for fundraising in the United States is believed to be in Detroit.  There are reports that there is a cell with at least a dozen members in New York City, possible linked to the Iranian mission to the UN.  There also have been reports of FBI probes into Hezbollah cells in Boston and Los Angeles.
In a still ongoing case, Najibullah Zazi, an Afghan permanent resident of the US since 1999, was detained September 19, 2009, accused of preparing a string of attacks on public transit targets using TATP homemade backpack bombs.  Zazi had been going to beauty shops buying hydrogen peroxide and nail polish remover, containing acetone, the components of TATP.  Zazi was an airport shuttle driver in Denver and before that a coffee cart vendor in New York City.  He had received explosives training from Al Qaeda in Pakistan and was in touch with Mustafa Abu Al-Yazid, Al Qaeda’s current leader in Afghanistan.
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· 300,000 Muslim prisoners in the US.  The number of Muslim prisoners in U.S. prisons has been estimated at around 300,000, many of them converted while in prison.  An additional 30,000 prisoners convert every year.  Some New York prisons have as many as 20% to 25% Muslim prisoners (in France the number is estimated at 50% to 70%).  
· Wahhabi literature in prisons.  The most prominent Muslim prison ministry is the National Islamic Prison Foundation, funded by Saudi Arabia.  The Saudi government and foundations provide large amounts of Islamic literature to US prisons, teaching hatred of non-Muslims and the obligation to engage in violent “jihad”, or holy war, against them.  
· Radical Imams as prison chaplains.  In 2003 Imam Warith Deen Umar, the chief Muslim chaplain for New York State’s prison system, was fired after he called the 9/11 hijackers “holy martyrs” and said that the Koran does not prohibit terrorism against the enemies of Islam.
· Umar Abdul-Jalil, New York City’s top Muslim prison chaplain, in 2006 told Muslim students that “the greatest terrorists in the world occupy the White House” and that Muslims are tortured in U.S. jails.  Mayor Bloomberg refused to fire him, citing freedom of speech and the need not to be afraid of multiculturalism.  
· In 2007 Paul Pitts, who had a previously served a sentence for murder and robbery and had changed his name to Abdu Shahid, or “the servant of martyrs”, was hired as a New York prison chaplain at a salary of $49,471.  In February 2010 he was arrested again for smuggling box cutter blades into a Manhattan prison.
· Conversions while in prison.  “Shoe bomber” Richard Reed converted to Islam while in prison, as did one of the bombers in the failed July 21, 2005 London subway attacks.  “Dirty bomber” Jose Padilla converted to Islam right after being released from prison and attributed his conversion to his experience in prison.
· California Prison Plot.  In 1997 New Folsom State Prison (Sacramento, California) inmate Kevin James formed a covert prison organization with 15 members.  He preached the duty of JIS members to target for violent attack any enemies of Islam or "infidels," including the United States Government and supporters of Israel.  He was indicted, while still in prison, with three other men for planning to attack military bases and recruitment centers, synagogues, the Israeli Consulate, and El Al airline facilities in the Los Angeles area on the anniversary of 9/11 in 2005.
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· 62,000 “Other Than Mexicans (“OTMs”) apprehended in 2008
· Include Afghans, Egyptians, Iranians, Iraqis, Jordanians, Lebanese, Pakistanis, Saudis, Syrians, and Yemenis.  In 2004 two people smugglers who had smuggled in over 200 Iraqis, Jordanians and Syrians were arrested.
· Mexicans pay about $2,000, Arabs $40,000 to $50,000 to be smuggled across the border.  If they come here to make money, after paying the people smugglers, earning minimum wage or less one can see how the economic equation works for an illegal Mexican immigrant – but how can someone who paid $50,000 to get in ever make that much working as an illegal immigrant?
· Hezbollah smuggling rings.  In March 2006 FBI Director Robert Mueller confirmed that the FBI had broken up a ring that tried to smuggle Hezbollah operatives into the United States.
· Fake Venezuelan IDs.  The Venezuelan government has issued thousands of “cedulas” (the equivalent of Social Security cards) to people from Middle Eastern nations that harbor terrorists.  These cedulas can be used to obtain Venezuelan passports and US visas.  
· And in the North – the Canadian border.  
Al Qaeda training manuals advise terrorists to enter the U.S. from Canada.  A senior FBI official has called Canada the most worrisome terrorist point of entry.

There are an estimated 50 terrorist organizations represented in Canada.  Welcoming 250,000 new immigrants and refugees each year potentially opens the door to terrorists.  Martin Collacott, Canada's former ambassador to Syria and Lebanon and former director general for security services and counterterrorism in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in 2005 described the Canadian refugee system as "dysfunctional." A 2005 Canadian government report noted that refugee claims can be delayed up to two years, meaning potentially dangerous applicants can disappear during that time.  

In September 2007 the GAO released a report that described how its investigators had penetrated the US-Canadian border in four different states in a manner that would have allowed the smuggling of radioactive materials across.
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“There are individuals from countries with known Al Qaeda connections who are changing their Islamic surnames to Hispanic-sounding names and obtaining false Hispanic identities, learning to speak Spanish and pretending to be Hispanic immigrants”

FBI Director Robert Mueller
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· Al Qaeda always has vigorously sought WMDs.  Experiments with chemical and biological weapons were conducted in Al Qaeda’s Afghan camps.  Also, Al Qaeda has long been seeking nuclear materials on the black market.
· Nuclear weapons.  There is a theory that Al Qaeda was able to purchase several ex-Soviet small tactical nuclear weapons from Chechen guerillas and/or the Russian mafia in the early 1990s.  Some believe that several of these weapons may already be in the United States.  There are also reports of meetings between OBL and scientists from A. Q. Khan’s network.  “Suitcase nukes” do not remain operable much beyond four months without expert maintenance.  Adlene Hicheur, a 32 year old Algerian nuclear scientist working at the Large Hadron Collider nuclear laboratory near Geneva, was charged on October 12, 2009 with belonging to Al Qaeda in the African Maghreb, Al Qaeda’s Algerian unit, and offering technical advice on nuclear matters and suggesting targets in Europe to Al Qaeda.

· Chemical weapons.  Al Qaeda has always shown a special interest in cyanide gas, from the plan to poison the survivors of the collapse of the towers in the first WTC attack in 1993 with cyanide gas to the planned attack in 2002 on the US embassy in Rome, also with cyanide gas.  In the foiled 2004 attack on the U.S. embassy in Amman and the Jordanian prime minister’s office nerve gas was to have been employed and truck bombs with over 20 tons of chemical explosives were seized.  This attack could have killed as many as 80,000 people, it is estimated, had it succeeded.
· Biological weapons.  In 2003 a British cell was found to have manufactured the biological agent ricin, which is made from castor beans.  Ricin has also reportedly been found in Al Qaeda caves in Afghanistan.  A dose of as little as 1/2000 of a gram can be fatal to humans.  There is no known antidote.
· Radiological weapons (“dirty bomb”).  Jose Padilla, a former Chicago gang member who converted to Islam, was charged with attempting to build and detonate a radiological bomb in the United States.  The ease with which materials for a radiological bomb are obtainable was shown in March 2007, when undercover Congressional investigators set up a fake company with no offices or employees and were able to obtain a Nuclear Regulatory Commission license for the purchase of devices containing the radioactive material cesium-137, usable for the construction of a radiological device.  The NRC license had so few security measures incorporated that it was easily modified to remove the limit on the amount of radioactive material that could be purchased under it.
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We will see an increasing number of attacks against non-Muslims by individual Muslims, not directly connected to any terrorist organization, but fueled by Islamist ideology and hatred against the infidel, the US and Israel.  These attacks have happened periodically in the past, with the authorities and the media often bending over backwards to avoid labeling them as terrorist acts inspired by the Muslim faith of their perpetrators.  Since 9/11 over 100 homegrown jihadists have been arrested in the U.S. 
· Jan. 1993 – CIA Headquarters attack.  In January 1993 Pakistani Muslim Mir Aimal Kansi opened fire on the cars lined up the entrance to CIA headquarters in Langley, VA, killing two and injuring three more.  He was the son of a wealthy building contractor, with a master’s degree in English literature, who had worked with the Afghani resistance against the Soviet occupation.  Kansi was executed in 2002.
· Mar. 1994 – Brooklyn Bridge shooting.  In March 1994 Lebanese born Muslim Rashid Baz, shortly after attending the Bay Ridge Islamic Center, whose Imam was well known for his anti-Semitism and support of Hamas, opened fire on the Brooklyn Bridge on a van full of orthodox Jews, killing one and injuring three more.  Initially the crime was classified as “road rage”, later being, correctly, classified as a terrorist act.  Baz received a 141 year sentence.
· Jul. 2002 - LAX El Al counter. On July 4, 2002 an Egyptian gunman opened fire at an El Al ticket counter at LAX, killing two Israelis and injuring four others before being killed himself by El Al security guards.  It was, of course, immediately denied that this attack had anything to do with terrorism.  Curiously, the story in the Arabic London-based Al Hayat reporting that the shooter was a member of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and that he had met bin Laden’s Ayman al-Zawahiri when the latter visited California in the 1995 and 1998 was somehow missed.
· Oct. 2002 – Beltway Sniper Attacks. In October 2002 John Allen Muhammed, a convert to the Nation of Islam, and Lee Boyd Malvo kill 10 people in the Washington, DC – Baltimore area in sniper attacks.
· Oct. 2005 – Oklahoma U suicide bombing. On October 1, 2005 Joel Henry Hinrichs, III, a 21 year old engineering student, reportedly committed suicide by blowing himself up during a football game shortly before halftime outside the University of Oklahoma stadium, with 84,000 people inside.  The university and law enforcement immediately proclaimed that no terrorism was involved and that there was no link to Islam.
But consider the following.  Hinrichs was a convert to Islam.  The mosque closest to him happened to be the one Zacarias Moussaoui, the “20th hijacker”, attended.  Two days earlier Hinrichs had unsuccessfully attempted to purchase 1,000lbs of ammonium nitrate fertilizer, the key ingredient for many large car and truck bombs.  There was evidence he had tested bombs with shrapnel in the weeks before the explosion.  He happened to have a roommate from Pakistan.  The bomb he blew himself up with consisted of triacetone triperoxide, or TATP, an extremely potent but volatile and hard to handle explosive used only a few months earlier in the London transit bombings.  
· Mar. 2006 – UNC campus. March 3, 2006 Mohammed Taheri-Azar, a 22 year old Iranian born American citizen, drove his rented Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo at 40+ mph through a pedestrian only zone of the University of North Carolina campus in Chapel Hill, hitting and injuring 9 people.  He did it, in his own words, to "avenge the deaths of Muslims worldwide" and because he was “aiming to follow in the footsteps of one of [his] role models, Mohammed Atta”.  In a letter after the attack he wrote:
“I live with the holy Koran as my constitution for right and wrong … Allah in the Koran gives permission for those who follow Allah to attack those who have waged war against them, with the expectation of eternal paradise in case of martyrdom”
· July 2006 - Seattle Jewish Center. On July 28, 2006 Naveed Haq, an American Muslim of Pakistani descent, after getting a traffic ticket half an hour earlier, entered the Seattle Jewish Federation offices after taking a hostage at gunpoint in the lobby and forcing her to use the intercom to gain access for him.  He shouted “I’m a Muslim” and “I’m angry at Israel”, and then began shooting, killing one person and injuring 5 more before being apprehended.
· Aug. 2006 – San Francisco.  Omeed Aziz Popal, a 29 year old college educated Muslim born in Afghanistan, on August 30, 2006 killed one and injured 19 more by running them over with an SUV.  Several witnesses heard him say at the scene of the arrest “I’m a terrorist”.  A cousin of Popal stated that his parents had taught him that American society is “evil”.  However, within hours police asserted that there was no evidence of terrorism.
· Dec. 2006 – Rockford, IL.  Derrick Shareef, 22, was arrested after acquiring four non-functioning hand grenades from an undercover agent.  He planned to detonate the grenades in the Cherry Vale shopping mall in Rockford, IL, and also spoke of blowing up public buildings and killing judges.  He said that he wanted to “commit violent acts of Jihad”, fight the enemies of Islam and kill Jews.  He also had already prepared a martyr’s videotape, as many suicide bombers do before blowing themselves up.  Derick Shareef’s roommate was US Navy sailor Paul Hall, who converted to Islam, changed his name to Hassan Abujihaad (“father of holy war”) and in 2000 and 2001 provided Al Qaeda with classified information as to deployments and vulnerabilities of the guided missile destroyer he was deployed on.
· Dec. 2006 – St. Louis.  Mousa Abuelawi, a 22 year old Palestinian immigrant, was arrested when he tried to acquire a case of hand grenades and fully automatic assault rifles.  He already had acquired Claymore anti-personnel mines.  He claimed that he intended to sell the weapons to St. Louis gangs for use in their turf wars, and was freed on a $50,000 bond.  No St. Louis gang has ever used hand grenades or anti-personnel mines.
· Feb. 2007 – Salt Lake City Trolley Square Mall. On February 12, 2007 Sulejman Talovic, an 18 year old Bosnian Muslim refugee many of whose relatives had been killed by Serbs in the Bosnian civil war, opened fire at a Salt Lake City shopping mall.  He killed 5, reportedly making them kneel and shooting them in the back of the head, and injured 4 more before being shot dead by police.  Some claim that on a video tape of his rampage they can hear him shouting “Allah Akbar” while he was shooting.  If an off duty police officer who was armed had not engaged Talovic before the uniformed police arrived, the death toll could have been much higher.
· Jul. 2009 – Quantico Marine Corps base (prevented).  Daniel Patrick Boyd, a 39 year old dry wall installer from Raleigh, NC, also known as Saif ul-Allah (the sword of Allah), with two of his sons and four others was arrested July 27, 2009 for plotting to attack the Quantico, VA Marine Corps Base.  Boyd, a convert to Islam, had earlier received training in terrorist camps in Pakistan.  His father had been a Captain in the Marine Corps and he had been a defensive lineman on his high school football team.
· Sep. 2009 – Springfield, IL (prevented)  Michael Finton, an American who had changed his name to Talib Islam, was arrested September 23, 2009 for attempting to blow up a federal courthouse in Springfield, IL.  He also had bought fake explosives from an FBI undercover agent.

· Nov. 2009 – Ft. Hood, TX   Major Nidal Hasan, an American Muslim of Palestinian descent, killed 13 people and injured 30 more in shooting spree, while shouting “Allah Akbar”. Major Hasan in 2001 had attended the same mosque (Dar al-Hijrah, in Falls Church, VA) at the same time as two of the 9/11 hijackers, sent numerous e-mails to the 2001 imam of that mosque (Anwar al-Awlaki, now in Yemen and wanted for reputed links to Al Qaeda), gave a classroom presentation at Ft. Hood that justified suicide bombings and had been under investigation by the FBI.  He had praised the murder of two U. S. soldiers outside a Little Rock, AR recruitment center (by Addulhakim Mujahid Muhammad, formerly Carlos Bledsoe, who had just returned from studying Islam in Yemen) saying “This is what Muslims should do”, going on to suggest that “people should strap bombs on themselves and go into Times Square”






What Comes Next?
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· Main focus is on soft targets – subway trains and office buildings rather than military bases

· Transportation systems (airplanes, trains, buses, ferries)
· Financial services industry

· Oil infrastructure  Recall the attack on the tanker “Limburg” and the thwarted Feb. 2006 attack on the Saudi Abqaiq oil processing facility.
· Hotels and resorts

· US embassies and businesses abroad
· US targets found videotaped from all angles on surveillance videos found on suspected Islamic terrorists in Spain include, in addition to the Twin Towers, the Chicago Sears Tower, the Golden Gate and Brooklyn Bridges, the Statue of Liberty, Disneyland, and Universal Studios.

· In Hamburg, Germany, detailed plans for truck bomb attacks on the Pittsburgh Post Office and Federal Building were found.

· Iranian security guards working for Iran’s UN mission in 2004 were caught videotaping the New York City subway system and expelled.

· One of the masterminds of the 2004 Madrid transit attacks also had sketches of New York’s Grand Central Terminal.

· In Pakistan in 2004 500 photographs were found of the International Monetary Fund and World Bank in DC, Prudential Financial in NJ, and the Citicorp Building and the NY Stock Exchange in NYC, together with extensive notes about security measures in place at these buildings and analyses of various types of terrorist attacks against them
· Al Qaeda is aware that our economy is our main strength and will try to attack that

Al Qaeda may well be waiting to attack the US again until it can carry out an “iconic” attack that surpasses 9/11.  I would like to be able to say that we have not been attacked since 9/11 because the FBI, CIA and other intelligence and security services have managed to create impermeable defenses.  Unfortunately, it probably is because, since the U. S. is the “Great Satan”, Al Qaeda believes that the next attack has to surpass 9/11, and that attacks like those in London, Madrid, Istanbul or Amman would not be “good enough”.  This does not rule out a change in strategy at some point in the future, shifting to coordinated suicide attacks on smaller civilian targets across the country.
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This is the cover of a video produced by the Global Islamic Media Front, al-Qaeda’s publicity arm.  Let us do what we can to prevent this movie from playing in a theater near you soon.  Thank you.





Likely Threats on the Olympic Peninsula
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Likely threats on the Olympic Peninsula include
· Direct Attack Targets:

· Schools (Beslan, 2004).  An attack here on a school like the Beslan attack, involving a massive hostage taking, is unlikely because of the required manpower and the difficulty of such a large number of terrorists blending in here prior to an attack.  However, the possibility of other kinds of attacks on schools remains.
In 2004 an insurgent was caught in Iraq with school layouts and emergency plans for schools in five American states.
In 2006 two adult Saudi men were arrested in Tampa, FL after they boarded a school bus full of children and rode it to the high school, laughing and talking in Arabic all the time while on the bus.  Once arrested, at first they said they were from Morocco and that they wanted to “look around”, then they admitted they were from Saudi Arabia, and said they wanted to take English lessons at the high school.  Was that a test or dry run, or were they just confused?
In March 2007 a bulletin was circulated by the FBI warning that “members of extremist groups have signed up as school bus drivers in the United States”. The FBI hastened to add that there was no threat of terrorism.

In the summer of 2007 17 school buses were reported stolen in a number of incidents in the Houston area.
Shipping (Limburg, 2002; Davao City, 2003; Manila Bay, 2004).  When al-Nashiri, the mastermind of the attack on the USS Cole, was captured in 2002 he was believed to have been working on four types of attacks on shipping targets:  1. ramming by explosives laden speedboats, 2. using larger vessels as floating bombs, 3. crashing planes into ships, and 4. underwater demolition teams.  So far, we only have seen the first type be carried out successfully.  Among attacks with explosives laden speedboats on shipping we have to count not only the successful attacks on the “Limburg” and “USS Cole”, but also the foiled attacks on an Israeli cruise ship in Turkey and on US and British warships transiting the Straits of Gibraltar.
· Note that SuperFerry14 in Manila, with about twice the tonnage of the Coho, went to the bottom with only 8lbs of explosives.  Ferry accidents across the world have shown again and again that these vessels, due to their layout and lack of watertight compartments, particularly in the case of older vessels, sink very easily compared to oceangoing ships of the same size.  Even a moderately sized car bomb (200 – 1,000lbs) would almost certainly sink any of the Northwestern ferries, after probably killing most of the people on board in the initial explosion and resulting conflagration when the gasoline tanks of the other vehicles explode.  An attack on a ferry terminal as passengers embark or disembark, while not having the potential to sink the ship with everyone on board, is easier to carry out because the attackers do not have to pass any security measures for boarding the vessel.
Given the repeated reports over the last years of incidents on Puget Sound ferries that fit the mould of target reconnaissance, this is a threat to watch out for.  From September 2001 to April 2004 the FBI reviewed 157 “suspicious incidents” involving the Washington state ferry system, of which 7 were classified as having an “extremely” high likelihood of constituting pre-operational planning, 11 as “high” likelihood, and 49 as “medium” likelihood.  From April 2004 to September 2005 there were 247 “suspicious incidents”.  According to the FBI, the Seattle area has the greatest concentration of maritime related “suspicious incidents” in the entire nation.
· Scuba diving manuals were discovered in an Al Qaeda safe house in Afghanistan.  In 2003 DHS stated that there had been law enforcement reporting of suspicious individuals having queried marine shops and dive schools regarding training and equipment.  Also in 2003, a Tunisian diving instructor in the Netherlands was found to be giving diving lessons to three suspected Al Qaeda terrorists.  In 2005 an Abu Sayyaf terrorist was captured in the Philippines who had undergone scuba training for an operation outside the Philippines.  Suspicious individuals have shown up at a dive school in Kuala Lumpur, wanting to learn how to dive but not to decompress.
· “Passing through” attacks.  An example of what I would call a “passing through” attack could have occurred had Ahmed Ressam’s bomb been assembled and armed and had he detonated it when he realized that he was about to be captured.  
· Training camps and bomb factories.  A little earlier we talked about Earnest James Ujaama, a Muslim convert from Seattle.  He attempted to set up an Al Qaeda training camp at a 160 acre ranch, owned by a rancher who was married to a woman who had converted to Islam, in the 700 inhabitant town of Bly, OR.  We also talked about “Islamberg” and the other Jamaat al-Fuqra facilities.  The locations are chosen for seclusion and suitability for weapons training.  Remote acreage in a rural county, where land is cheap, hunting and target shooting are common, and ammonium nitrate fertilizer is readily available in large quantities, makes for a perfect location for a terrorist training camp.  The Olympic Peninsula has areas that offer the same advantages.
